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Abstract: The objective of this article is to provide relevant context for the effect of corruption and instability on the federal 

institutions of Somalia. While corruption undoubtedly exists in all societies, it is also clear that it occurs more frequently in some than 

in others and at particular points in a society's development than at other times. In most cultures, corruption continues to be higher in 

countries where policies and institutions are weak and it appears to be most rampant during the most intense stages of nascent 

government. Corruption is also aided by the creation of new sources of wealth and power, the relationship of which to politics is not 

defined by the dominant traditional norms of the society, on which the corruption is norms accepted by all individuals. It is possible that 

Corruption may be more unescapable in Somalia's political cultures than in others. Corruption and insecurity are strongly correlated; 

when institutions are weak, there is instability, and when there is corruption, the security forces are unreliable, and the border is leaky, 

as it is in Somalia, corruption is endemic. The rest of the Somali clan families, who have been marginalized and are now facing the 

most confusing and pressing challenges of 4.5 clan formula of power sharing, by the 4.5 clan formulas of political power sharing is 

genetic fallacy, which, in my opinion, is what is to blame for the corruption of the federal government. It is customary for the member 

clans of the 4.5 to be honored with the most important government positions, which is where the pandemic corruption, the other 

facilitation factors at the present is political hybridization (legislature, executive, and judicial) of which one individual holds multiple 

positions, such as those of minister and member of parliament, which shows a breakdown in the checks and balances system as well as 

a lack of transparency and accountability. The both the corruption and instability effects on the economy, disrupting livelihoods, 

frustrating the vulnerable groups such as internal displacement populations (IDPs), women, children, elderly, persons with disabilities, 

rural people and others suffer disproportionately from corruption, it also the effect of reinforcing marginalization in economic life.  
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1. Introduction  
 

In the wake of weak state, corruption continues to be higher 

in countries where policies and institutions are weak, 

corruption is part of the problem this problem effect the 

instability, Somalia continue to struggle with a legacy of 

unexperienced institutions, poor enforcement of law and 

administration of justice, chronic poverty and inequality, and 

political acceptance of corruption support by clan political 

culture of 4.5, of these conditions have inevitably created an 

network in which the dividends for committing corruption 

are significant. The 4.5 is a formula for clan power political 

sharing system that was created by those who prevailed in 

civil war battle and it was 2000 Djibouti Somali Peace and 

Reconciliation, this was where the corruption Somalia 

started.  

 

2. Literature Survey  
 

Somalia State fragility resulted, the wake of state collapse, 

there was a prolong absence of legitimate of effective state 

institutions alongside an inherited history of predatory state 

leaders behavior. Today, Somalia continue to be 

characterized by chronic state instability of uncertainty. For 

much for the last three decades, political energy has been 

concentrated on restoring peace and reaching political 

settlements rather than matter of accountability and integrity. 

Gaps in the legal framework, nascent institutions, top – 

down, elites – dominated the political process, a lack of 

meaningful reconciliation, and rampant culture of impunity 

have conflated or combined to create an environment that is 

highly conductive to corruption. Corruption is part of the 

problem this problem effect the instability, the effects of 

corruption and instability on Somalia's federal institutions 

are the tough social pressures of unemployment and poverty, 

along with inadequate and delayed salaries, other factors in 

working conditions, deep - rooted inequity, nepotistic 

behavior, and a lack of organizational purpose that work 

together of this issue demoralize public sector employees 

and undermine their incentive to do their jobs honestly and 

effectively. Public opinion claims that the combined 

pressure encourages public employees and officials to 

illegally supplement their income from their official 

positions. I believe that corruption in public life is widely 

accepted in Somalia's society and that this notion is held by 

the general people. In part due to the state's weakness and its 

trappings‟ extended nascent public institutions, public 

services, and legal order. As a result, corruption is now 

regarded as the norm rather than a breach. Clan allegiances, 

which continue to oppose with formal governmental 

organizations for power, make the issue worse. It is still 

common practice to obtain political appointments, public 

contracts, and government jobs through clan - based support 

networks. Identifiable areas of corruption, according to 

qualitative research questionaries‟ from the public and 

available literature survey, include elections and other 

political processes, resource sharing and management, 
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customs and revenue collection administration, public 

procurement, public financial management, human resource 

management, court services, and police services.  

 

2.1 The effects of corruption and instability on Somalia's 

federal institutions 

 

Corruption has the effects of undermining the neutrality of 

institutions and procedures and distorting objectives and 

policies. Therefore, corruption undermines the legitimacy of 

governments, which results in a decline in popular support 

and confidence in state and governmental institutions. 

Corruption has an effect on the state's instability to 

protection and maintain its human rights obligation and to 

provide relevant public services, such as a functioning legal 

system, police force, healthcare system, and social services. 

Law enforcement, legal reform, and the impartial 

administration of justice are all hampered in nations where 

corruption permeates the Somalia's federal government and 

judicial institutions by dishonest politicians, judges, 

attorneys, prosecutors, police officers, investigators, and 

auditors. The very accountability systems that are in charge 

of defending human rights are weakened by corruption in 

the rule of law system, which also helps to foster an 

atmosphere of impunity. Some unlawful acts go unpunished, 

accountability may be transferred to innocent parties, 

remedies may be dissatisfied, and laws may not always be 

upheld. Specific negative effect corruption could damage of 

the vulnerable groups such as internal displacement 

populations (IDPs), women, children, elderly, persons with 

disabilities, rural people and others suffer disproportionately 

from corruption, it also the effect of reinforcing 

marginalization in economic life. In this article indicated 

that there is strong relations between corruptions, droughts, 

poverty, and inequality to the poorest segments of the 

population are those who suffer the most from corruption 

and has instability, as they tend to be more vulnerable to 

bribe, extortion and the amount of bribes represent a higher 

share of their income. For instance - illegal actions of those 

involving corruptions i. e. politicians, parliamentarians, 

judges, national and local civil servants and law enforcement 

officers on the negative influence of corruption on the 

enjoyment of exploitation of public resource – not Ensured 

full investigation of corruption cases, as well as no 

punishment for those responsible.  

 

3. Problem Definition 
 

The issue in Somalia is that the country is unstable, plagued 

by continual armed conflict, Islamic insurgencies, rampant 

corruption, and ongoing humanitarian crises, which lead to 

individuals mistreating one another and killing and injuring 

one another for clan dominance. To this situation corruption 

occurs segment government officials, whether higher or 

lower ranking, illegitimately receive or accumulate an undue 

advantage for their own personal use, disregarding public 

interest. I think that corruption is largely man - made, not 

accidental, which a common ground for dishonesty to 

acquire unlawful benefits or mishandling influence for one's 

personal gain that fosters distrust in terms of ethnic, religion, 

unequal power and resource sharing, or clan solidarity (Abdi 

2022). To define what corruptions “Corruption is deceitful 

conduct by persons in positions of authority, such as 

business executives or public servants and others. Giving or 

receiving bribes or inappropriate gifts, engaging in 

underhanded business dealings, government contracts, 

meddling with elections, diverting funds, money laundering, 

and cheating investors are all examples of corruption”. I 

believe that, my presumption is that corruption is to receive 

wrong benefits from wrong person or income benefit of their 

position for personal gain, an individual, organization in a 

position of power may engage in corruption as a kind of 

dishonesty or as a criminal offense. This study's objectives 

was to describe how corruption and instability affected 

Somalia's federal institutions. The definition of corruption's 

effects will provide an overview of the enforcement 

reaction, the findings of which could help with the formation 

of policy surrounding corruption and corruption - related 

crime. Furthermore, the root causes of corruption vary from 

place to place depending on the political, social, economic 

and cultural circumstances. In Africa regions, including 

Somalia, some of the identifiable causes of corruption 

include the negative colonial, post - colonial, cold war 

legacy, poppet government, poor leadership, politics of the 

belly, omnipotent state, greed and selfishness, clientelism 

and patronage, nepotism, absence of popular participation of 

the public affairs in government, weak institutions of 

governance, (Corruption Watch 10 Oct 2016). This includes 

lack of accountability and transparency, lack of political 

will, weak ethical values, centralist nature of the state and 

concentration of state power, weak judicial system and 

constant insecurity and conflicts 

 

4. Suggestions for Reducing Corruption 
 

Promoting public education is one way to make 

improvements since many people are unaware of what forms 

corruption. As a result, it is crucial that every segment of 

society, including government officials, legislators, religious 

leaders, public servants, academic institutions, and the 

general public, be made aware of corrupt practices, their 

effects, and how to deal with them.  

 

To improve the impact of corruption, the government has to 

prioritize continue to combating corruption at high - level 

agenda, officials at the ministerial and directorate levels has 

to be educated on the importance of upholding the highest 

standards of integrity, transparency, and accountability, and 

they will be required to sign integrity pacts, "this integrity 

pact is a tool for preventing corruption in public contracting 

“Staff at government agencies will also receive training on 

anti - corruption, integrity, and public services. The 

government must consult religious authorities since theft, 

looting, and misuse of personal, private, and public property 

are prohibited by Islam, in addition to government has to use 

speeches, media and radio communication and curricula in 

school and universities to educated and mobilize the public 

so as to strength whereby corruption is no longer tolerated 

and condemned and will have strong punishment.  

 

5. Methodology/ Approach 
 

In order to evaluate the effect of corruption as bribery, 

exploitation as "private profit from public power, " and 

integrity violations, descriptive study was employed in this 

work and literature survey. With this point of view, it is 
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possible to better know what ethics and the integrity of 

government mean as well as how corruption, in a more 

specific sense, relates to other types of dishonest behavior. 

The casual that comes next serves as an illustration. Its main 

objectives is to investigate how important it is to have a 

comprehensive understanding of the topic of the research. 

The strategy is intended to invalidate efforts to study 

corruption in the outlined, more precise sense. Instead, the 

author continues to be very interested in learning more about 

corruption "as is, " whereas the remainder of the article 

focuses on how corruption and instability interact.  

 

6. Results/ discussion  
 

Research on reputation from both insiders and outsiders is 

one of the most common and frequently discussed 

techniques for measuring corruption. Another example of a 

qualitative survey that included participants from various 

community level research groups' criminal cases and internal 

investigations is when respondents were asked to estimate 

the extent of corruption in their environment, organization, 

sector of society, or institutions. Coverage of corruption in 

the media, complaints from coworkers and the general 

public, actions observed by coworkers in their own working 

environment, self - reports of corruption victimization, and 

self - reports of personal corrupt behavior. What 

measurement issues are related to the validity and reliability 

of this kind of research? What might the perceptions of the 

respondents tell us about the real degree of corruption and 

other violations of institutional integrity? The first issue 

relates to what responders are able to see. The respondent's 

perspective on what actually happen is self - conscious. The 

second issue is related to what the respondents will see. 

Respondents must be able to identify certain behaviors as 

symptoms of the issue. Particularly, sexual harassment and 

discrimination are not usually acknowledged as such. We 

anticipate that whether or not a behavior is widely accepted 

within the organization will matter.  

 

7. Conclusions 
 

1) To prevent, investigate and publish corruption 

allegations;  

2) To freeze, seize, confiscate or return any gains from 

criminal activity;  

3) To support the adoption of such laws and other 

measures necessary to prevent and prosecute effectively 

criminal offenses relating to corruption.  

4) Strengthening the capacity of states to fulfil their core 

functions such as ensuring security, justice service 

provision as the first principle of engagement.  

5) Modernization of revenue collection mechanisms, 

which allows for the deposit of tax revenue directly into 

the central bank, limiting transit of funds and 

opportunities for embezzlement.  

6) Furthermore, to address corruption it is essential to in 

parallel the support of the legitimacy and accountability 

of the state by addressing issues of good governance, 

human right and peace building across the 

demographics.  

 

 

8. Future Scope 
 

Corruption is not only about bribes - People especially the 

poor get hurt when resources are misused,  

1) Further Research should be carried out in other areas to 

find out how corruption effect instability and human 

rights in different parts of the Somalia federal 

institutions.  

2) Research on how to prevent, investigate and publish 

corruption allegations.  

3) Establish method to freeze, seize, confiscate or return 

any gains from criminal activity;  

4) Building the capacity of the law enforcement 

departments and security intelligences fighting 

corruptions.  

5) Further research for new modernization of revenue 

collection mechanisms, which allows for the deposit of 

tax revenue directly into the central bank, limiting 

transit of funds and opportunities for embezzlement.  
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