
International Journal of Science and Research (IJSR) 
ISSN: 2319-7064 

SJIF (2022): 7.942 

Volume 12 Issue 6, June 2023 

www.ijsr.net 
Licensed Under Creative Commons Attribution CC BY 

Revolution of Tourism Industry in Karnataka 
 

Vishnu K S 
 

Government First Grade College, Javanagondanahalli, Chitradurga Dist - 577511, Affiliated to Davanagere University, Karnataka, India 

 

 

Abstract: The tourism industry in Karnataka is a major contributor to the state's economy. In 2019 The tourism sector of Karnataka 

contributed 14. % to the Gross State Domestic Product (GSDP) of the state in the financial year 2019 - 20. It has also provided more 

than 30 lakh job opportunities. The state of Karnataka attracts 12% of the tourists visiting India. By this, Karnataka state is at the third 

position in the country.5.4 lakh foreign tourists visited Karnataka in 2018. Karnataka offers many tourism opportunities in line with its 

logo of "One State, Many Worlds". The state is home to a wide range of tourist attractions, including historical monuments, temples, 

beaches, wildlife sanctuaries, hill stations, and more. Karnataka has world class tourist destinations like Hampi, Mysore, Bangalore, 

Coorg, Udupi etc. Due to improved infrastructure, increasing tourist visits and increasing middle class population, Karnataka has the 

potential to revolutionize the tourism industry. In this regard, the factors that hinder the growth of tourism industry in Karnataka have 

been identified in this article. This work discusses the steps to be taken to achieve rapid development in the tourism industry of the state.  
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1. Introduction 
 

Karnataka state contains many of the most popular tourist 

destinations in India. The state is home to a wide variety of 

attractions, including historical sites, natural wonders, and 

cultural experiences. In recent years, the tourism industry in 

Karnataka has undergone a revolution. This is possible due 

to several factors:  

1) Improved infrastructure: The government of 

Karnataka has invested heavily in improving the 

infrastructure in the state. This includes building new 

roads, airports, and railways. It has also made efforts to 

improve the cleanliness and safety of tourist 

destinations.  

2) Increased marketing: The government of Karnataka 

has also stepped up its marketing efforts to promote 

tourism in the state. This has included advertising in 

international and domestic media, as well as 

participating in travel fairs and exhibitions.  

3) Growing middle class: The growing middle class in 

India has more disposable income and is looking for 

new and exciting travel experiences. Karnataka is well - 

positioned to tap into this market due to its rich history, 

culture, and natural beauty.  

 

As a result of these factors, the tourism industry in 

Karnataka has seen a significant growth in recent years. The 

number of foreign tourists visiting the state has increased by 

over 30% in the last five years. The domestic tourism 

industry has also grown rapidly, with over 100 million 

people visiting Karnataka every year.  

 

The revolution in the tourism industry in Karnataka has had 

a number of positive benefits for the state. It has created 

jobs, boosted the economy, and improved the quality of life 

for the people of Karnataka. It has also helped to promote 

the state's rich culture and heritage to the world.  

 

The tourism industry in Karnataka is poised for continued 

growth in the years to come. The state has a number of 

unique attractions that are sure to appeal to tourists from all 

over the world. With continued investment in infrastructure 

and marketing, Karnataka is well - positioned to become one 

of the leading tourist destinations in India.  

 

Challenges of Karnataka Tourism Industry:  

The tourism industry in Karnataka has undergone a 

revolution in recent years, but there are still a number of 

challenges that need to be addressed in order to sustain this 

growth. Some of the key challenges include:  

1) Inadequate infrastructure: The state's infrastructure, 

particularly its roads and airports, is not yet up to the 

standard required to support a large number of tourists. 

This can lead to delays and inconvenience for tourists, 

and can also discourage them from visiting the state 

altogether.  

2) Overcrowding: Some of the most popular tourist 

destinations in Karnataka, such as Hampi and Mysore, 

are becoming increasingly overcrowded. This can lead 

to problems such as traffic congestion, noise pollution, 

and a lack of resources.  

3) Lack of skilled manpower: The tourism industry in 

Karnataka is facing a shortage of skilled manpower, 

particularly in the areas of hospitality and tourism 

management. This is hampering the industry's ability to 

provide high - quality services to tourists.  

4) Seasonality: The tourism industry in Karnataka is 

highly seasonal, with most tourists visiting during the 

winter months. This can make it difficult for businesses 

to operate profitably during the off - season.  

5) Competition from other tourist destinations: 

Karnataka faces stiff competition from other tourist 

destinations in India, such as Goa, Kerala, and 

Rajasthan. These destinations offer a wide range of 

attractions and activities, and are often more affordable 

than Karnataka.  

6) Poor marketing: The state government needs to do 

more to market Karnataka as a tourist destination. This 

includes promoting the state's unique attractions and 

experiences to potential tourists, as well as making it 

easier for them to book flights and hotels.  

7) Security concerns: There have been a number of high - 

profile security incidents in Karnataka in recent years, 

which has led to concerns among tourists about their 

safety. The state government needs to take steps to 
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address these concerns, such as increasing security at 

tourist destinations and improving coordination between 

different law enforcement agencies.  

 

Despite these challenges, the tourism industry in Karnataka 

is poised for continued growth in the years to come. The 

state has a number of unique attractions that are sure to 

appeal to tourists from all over the world. With continued 

investment in infrastructure, marketing, and security, 

Karnataka is well - positioned to become one of the leading 

tourist destinations in India.  

 

Measures taken to meet the challenges of the Karnataka 

tourism industry: Here are some of the steps that can be 

taken to address the challenges facing the tourism industry 

in Karnataka:  

1) Improve infrastructure: The state government needs 

to invest in improving the state's infrastructure, 

particularly its roads and airports. This will help to 

reduce delays and inconvenience for tourists, and will 

also make it easier for them to visit the state.  

2) Up skill manpower: The state government needs to 

work with the private sector to upskill the manpower in 

the tourism industry. This will help to improve the 

quality of services provided to tourists, and will also 

make it easier for the industry to attract and retain 

skilled workers.  

3) Improve marketing: The state government needs to do 

more to market Karnataka as a tourist destination. This 

includes promoting the state's unique attractions and 

experiences to potential tourists, as well as making it 

easier for them to book flights and hotels.  

4) Promoting tourism: The government has promoted 

tourism through a variety of channels, such as 

advertising, travel fairs, and social media. This has 

raised awareness of Karnataka's tourism potential 

among potential visitors.  

5) Address security concerns: The state government 

needs to take steps to address the security concerns of 

tourists. This includes increasing security at tourist 

destinations and improving coordination between 

different law enforcement agencies.  

6) Working with the private sector: The government has 

worked with the private sector to develop tourism 

projects. This has helped to attract investment and 

create jobs in the tourism sector.  

7) Encouraging sustainable tourism: The government 

has encouraged tourism businesses to adopt sustainable 

practices, such as using renewable energy and reducing 

waste.  

8) Protecting the environment: The government has 

taken steps to protect the environment, such as creating 

national parks and wildlife sanctuaries.  

9) Developing tourism products: The government has 

developed a number of tourism products, such as eco - 

tourism, adventure tourism, and cultural tourism. This 

has made Karnataka a more attractive destination for 

tourists with different interests.  

10) Awareness of sustainable tourism practices: The 

government has launched a number of awareness 

campaigns to educate tourism businesses and tourists 

about the importance of sustainable tourism practices. 

These campaigns have included the distribution of 

brochures and leaflets, the organization of training 

workshops, and the development of a sustainable 

tourism certification program.  

11) Poaching and wildlife trafficking: The government 

has increased law enforcement efforts to combat 

poaching and wildlife trafficking. These efforts have 

included the establishment of special anti - poaching 

units, the use of technology to track poachers, and the 

prosecution of poachers and traffickers.  

 

The government's efforts to develop the tourism industry 

have been successful. In recent years, the number of tourists 

visiting Karnataka has increased significantly. The tourism 

industry is now a major contributor to the state's economy.  

 

Specific measures taken to meet the challenges of the 

Karnataka tourism industry: Here are some of the specific 

steps that the Karnataka government has taken to develop 

the tourism industry.  

1) Invest in human resources: The government can invest 

in training programs for tourism professionals, such as 

tour guides, hoteliers, and restaurateurs. This will help 

to improve the quality of service that tourists receive.  

2) Develop niche tourism products: The government can 

develop niche tourism products, such as medical 

tourism, wellness tourism, and educational tourism. 

This will attract a wider range of tourists to Karnataka.  

3) Promote Karnataka as a business tourism 

destination: The government can promote Karnataka as 

a business tourism destination. This will attract 

businesses to hold conferences and events in the state.  

4) Create a tourism board: The government can create a 

tourism board that is responsible for promoting tourism 

in Karnataka. The board would be responsible for 

developing marketing strategies, attracting investment, 

and coordinating with other government agencies.  

5) Karnataka is one of the most popular tourist destinations 

in India, and the state government is committed to 

developing a sustainable tourism industry. The 

Karnataka Tourism Policy 2020 - 25 outlines a 

number of initiatives to promote sustainable tourism, 

including:  

a) Developing eco - tourism destinations 

b) Promoting responsible travel practices 

c) Investing in infrastructure and amenities that support 

sustainable tourism 

d) Raising awareness of the importance of sustainable 

tourism among tourists, businesses, and the local 

community 

 

2. Conclusion 
 

Karnataka has seen a steady increase in tourist arrivals in 

recent years, with over 215 million domestic tourists and 5.4 

lakh foreign tourists visiting the state in 2018. The tourism 

sector is now a major contributor to the state's GDP, 

accounting for 14.8% in 2019. The tourism sector has also 

created a large number of jobs, directly and indirectly, 

providing employment to over 30 lakh people in the state. 

The state government has made significant investments in 

improving tourism infrastructure in Karnataka, including the 

development of new tourist destinations, the construction of 

hotels and resorts, and the improvement of roads and 
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transportation facilities. The Karnataka government has also 

launched a number of successful promotional campaigns to 

attract tourists to the state, including the "Script Your 

Adventure" campaign, which won the PATA Gold Award in 

2020. The state has a lot to offer visitors, from its rich 

history and culture to its stunning natural beauty. With its 

continued investment in tourism infrastructure and 

promotional campaigns, Karnataka is well - positioned to 

continue to attract more tourists in the years to come.  
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