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Abstract: This review offers a concise overview and examination of Jonathan Kozol's renowned book, "Savage Inequalities: Children 

in America's Schools, " which became a New York Times bestseller in 1991. The review commences by introducing the central thesis of 

Kozol's narrative, emphasizing the compelling arguments he presents regarding the profound disparities prevalent within America's 

education system. It subsequently outlines the primary themes explored in the book, including educational funding discrepancies, 

segregation and racial inequalities, the impact on students and communities, and the role of educational reform. Moreover, the review 

assesses both the strengths and limitations of the author's work before concluding that Kozol's book serves as a call to action, 

challenging readers to confront these injustices and advocate for equal educational opportunities for every child.  
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1. Introduction 
 

"Savage Inequalities: Children in America's Schools" by 

Jonathan Kozol is a powerful and thought - provoking book 

that exposes the harsh realities and deep - rooted 

inequalities present within the American education system. 

Published in 1991, the book remains relevant and 

compelling today, shedding light on the stark disparities in 

educational opportunities and resources that persist across 

different socioeconomic backgrounds. Kozol's meticulous 

research, heartfelt narratives, and persuasive arguments 

make this book an essential read for anyone concerned 

about the state of education and social justice in America.  

 

Kozol's (1991) central thesis revolves around the alarming 

educational disparities that exist between wealthy suburban 

schools and the neglected, underfunded schools 

predominantly located in inner - city and impoverished 

areas. The author embarked on a two - year journey across 

the United States, visiting schools in various regions, and 

documented his experiences with vivid descriptions and 

compelling anecdotes.  

 

2. Summary 
 

The book is divided into a series of chapters, each focusing 

on a particular location or school district. Kozol paints a 

distressing picture of dilapidated buildings, overcrowded 

classrooms, inadequate resources, and substandard teaching 

facilities in schools serving low - income communities. By 

contrasting these conditions with the opulence and 

abundance found in more affluent areas, he emphasizes the 

severe consequences of such disparities on the educational 

outcomes and life prospects of disadvantaged children. The 

key themes and arguments:  

 

Educational funding disparities: Kozol effectively 

highlights the stark contrast in funding between wealthy 

and poor districts, demonstrating how schools in affluent 

neighborhoods benefit from a disproportionate share of 

resources, while those in impoverished areas struggle to 

provide even the most basic educational necessities. He 

presents compelling statistics and examples that expose the 

inherent inequality within the funding system, which 

perpetuates the cycle of poverty and social injustice.  

 

Segregation and racial inequality: Kozol confronts the issue 

of racial segregation head - on, revealing how African 

American and Hispanic students are disproportionately 

affected by the inequalities in the education system. He 

explores how the legacy of historical discrimination, along 

with the persistence of housing and school zoning policies, 

leads to the isolation and marginalization of minority 

communities, resulting in inferior educational opportunities. 

This perpetuates a cycle of underachievement and limited 

opportunities, leaving marginalized students further behind 

their peers in more privileged communities. Kozol 

powerfully captures the frustration and disillusionment 

experienced by students who recognize the disparities and 

feel trapped by a system that fails to provide equal 

educational opportunities.  

 

Impact on students and communities: The author delves 

into the detrimental effects of substandard education on 

students' lives, self - esteem, and future prospects. He 

poignantly portrays the frustration and despair felt by 

children who are denied a fair chance at acquiring a quality 

education. Kozol argues that these inequalities not only 
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perpetuate social and economic divisions but also hamper 

the development of democratic values and civic 

engagement. Kozol uncovers the reality that schools in 

affluent areas receive significantly higher financial support, 

enabling them to provide top - notch facilities, advanced 

technology, extracurricular activities, and well - paid 

teachers. In contrast, schools in impoverished 

neighborhoods struggle to make ends meet, often grappling 

with crumbling infrastructure, outdated curricula, and a 

lack of essential resources.  

 

The Role of educational reform: Kozol (1991) also delves 

into the effects of standardized testing and the emphasis on 

rote memorization, arguing that this approach further 

exacerbates the inequality in American schools. He 

contends that the focus on test scores often results in a 

narrow curriculum, stifling creativity and critical thinking. 

This approach disproportionately affects underprivileged 

students who lack the resources and support necessary to 

excel academically. While critiquing the existing system, 

Kozol does not stop at mere observation. He raises 

important questions about the role of government, 

policymakers, and society in addressing these issues. He 

explores alternative models and approaches that prioritize 

equal educational opportunities, adequate funding, and 

comprehensive support systems for disadvantaged students.  

 

3. Evaluation 
 

One of the book's greatest strengths is Kozol's (1991) 

ability to humanize the statistics and data by providing 

personal stories and anecdotes that give readers a vivid 

understanding of the struggles faced by marginalized 

students. His powerful storytelling evokes empathy and 

deepens the reader's emotional connection to the issue, 

making it impossible to ignore the urgent need for change. 

Another strength of the book's strengths is its ability to 

dispel the myth of meritocracy. Kozol reveals how factors 

beyond a student's control, such as their zip code and 

socioeconomic status, heavily influence their educational 

opportunities. The book effectively challenges the notion 

that hard work alone can overcome systemic barriers, 

exposing the structural inequalities that perpetuate 

disadvantage.  

 

Kozol's (1991) rigorous research and extensive interviews 

with students, teachers, and administrators lend credibility 

to his arguments. He presents a wealth of evidence to 

support his claims, including financial data, academic 

outcomes, and personal testimonies, ensuring that his 

assertions are grounded in reality.  

 

Furthermore, the book offers a comprehensive analysis of 

the historical, socioeconomic, and political factors that 

contribute to educational inequality (Kozol, 1991), 

providing readers with a well - rounded understanding of 

the complex nature of the problem. However, one potential 

criticism of the book is its heavy reliance on anecdotal 

evidence. While the personal stories add an emotional 

weight to the narrative, some readers might find a stronger 

reliance on empirical data and quantitative analysis more 

persuasive.  

 

Moreover, since the book was published in 1991, it would 

benefit from an updated edition that addresses the progress 

or lack thereof made in the intervening years. Educational 

policies and initiatives have evolved, and an updated 

version could explore the impact of these changes on 

educational inequality.  

 

4. Conclusion  
 

In conclusion, "Savage Inequalities: Children in America's 

Schools" (1991) is an eye - opening examination of the 

profound disparities that plague the American education 

system. Kozol's passionate writing, well - documented 

research, and powerful storytelling shed light on the harsh 

realities faced by children in impoverished communities 

and the urgent need for educational reform.  

 

This book serves as a call to action, challenging readers to 

confront the injustices and advocate for equal educational 

opportunities for all children. By providing a 

comprehensive analysis of the causes and consequences of 

educational inequality, Kozol forces us to question our 

society's priorities and work towards a more just and 

equitable future for our children. "Savage Inequalities" 

remains a timeless and indispensable contribution to the 

ongoing dialogue on education and social justice in 

America.  

 

Kozol's (1991) writing style is both eloquent and accessible, 

making "Savage Inequalities" a compelling read for a wide 

audience. He combines rigorous research with emotionally 

charged narratives, maintaining a balanced approach that is 

both informative and engaging. While the subject matter is 

undeniably distressing, Kozol's dedication to highlighting 

the voices of those directly affected by educational 

inequality gives the book a sense of urgency and purpose.  
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