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Abstract: This study underscores the pivotal role of parental engagement in a child's educational journey, revealing its significant 

influence on academic achievement and well-being. Through effective communication with schools and active participation in both 

home-based activities and school events, parents forge stronger connections that lead to notable improvements in their children's 

academic performance. The study correlates increased parental involvement with marked advancements in socio-emotional growth and 

a heightened eagerness for learning. However, it also acknowledges the challenges that parents may encounter, such as time constraints 

and unclear expectations from schools. Cultural and socioeconomic backgrounds are highlighted as influential factors in how parents 

participate, suggesting a call for tailored approaches to engagement. The research culminates by championing inclusive strategies that 

recognize and harness the unique contributions of parents, positioning them as essential allies in the educational process. 
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1. Introduction 
 

This study examines the significance of parental 

involvement in a child's education, especially in primary 

schools where early learning foundations are laid. Research 

indicates that children whose parents are actively involved in 

their education are more likely to succeed academically and 

view school positively. The study examined the complex 

relationship between parental involvement and academic 

success in primary education.  

 

The formative years of a child's life are characterized by 

accelerated neurological development, where the quality of 

the home setting and the nature of caregiver relationships are 

pivotal in shaping their developmental trajectory (WHO, 

2020). In Guyana, the challenge of providing uniform access 

to quality education is challenging, particularly for children 

in remote and rural areas (WHO, 2020). This research aims 

to empirically evaluate the influence of parental networks—

conceived as social capital—on educational outcomes, 

drawing on Social Capital Theory. This theory posits that the 

connections parents forge with educators and fellow parents 

are instrumental in enhancing a child's academic success 

(Kikuchi and Coleman, 2012). Additionally, the research 

considers the Ecological Systems Theory, which posits that 

a child's development is influenced by the interplay of 

factors within their home, school, and broader community 

(Bronfenbrenner, 1977; Guy-Evans, 2020). An in-depth 

understanding of these theoretical frameworks is essential to 

analyze and interpret the complex dynamics affecting 

educational achievement in diverse settings. 

 

2. Literature Survey 
 

Early childhood development is multifaceted, involving 

physical, cognitive, and social aspects that lay the 

foundation for overall human growth. Research by Cheung 

and Pomerantz (2012) indicates that parent-oriented 

motivation improves children‘s academic performance, 

while Henry (2019) emphasizes the necessity of parental 

involvement in education. Challenges in providing adequate 

education for all children, particularly those under five, are 

noted in Guyana, with concerns about normal developmental 

progress (PAHO, 2022). The presence of books and the level 

of care at home are crucial for development, and while 

Caribbean parenting styles are often authoritarian, 

emphasizing obedience and discipline, they have been 

associated with producing competent and high-achieving 

children. Studies show Caribbean mothers are typically more 

engaged than fathers in their children‘s cognitive and social 

activities. 

 

The body of research (Rapp & Duncan (2012), Nye et al 

(2006:14), Holloway et al (2015), Pate and Andrews 

(2006:15)) on parental involvement and its effects on the 

academic performance of primary school students is 

comprehensive. It spans the spectrum from home-based 

learning activities to active participation in school affairs. 

Key home environment factors such as parental 

expectations, communication, and the availability of 

educational materials are critical. Direct involvement in 

activities like homework assistance, reading sessions, and 

engagement in school matters is linked to improved student 

outcomes. 

 

Empirical evidence (Snell et al., 2018, Williams & Sánchez, 

2013, Wang et al. (2019)) consistently reveals that students 

with proactive parents perform better academically, 

exhibiting higher grades, superior test scores, and greater 

overall motivation. Moreover, sustained involvement over 

time is associated with enduring positive effects on 

children's education. However, cultural and socioeconomic 

differences can influence the nature and efficacy of parental 

engagement, with each context necessitating tailored 

approaches. Grey and Bee (2009) assert that parents who 

promote school success set higher standards for their 

children's achievement and homework completion, leading 

to higher aspirations for their children. Furthermore, when 

parents participate in their children's learning, they support 

learning at home (Cabus & Aries, 2017). Henderson and 

Mapp's (2014) further stated that a student's academic 

accomplishment is best predicted by their family's capacity 

to create a learning-friendly home environment, set high 
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expectations for their children's future jobs, and actively 

participate in their education.  

 

Strong parent-school connections lead to higher academic 

attainment, social skills, and faster graduation, regardless of 

socioeconomic status (Jeynes, 2017). Parental involvement 

in early childhood education establishes favorable attitudes 

towards school, significantly influencing a child's long-term 

educational path (Pomerantz, Moorman, and Litwack, 2017). 

Parent-school collaborations positively impact children's 

social, emotional, and academic outcomes. A supportive 

home-school environment can boost well-being and 

motivation. (Grolnick & Slowiaczek, 1994; Green et al., 

2013). 

 

The research (Kim & Bryan, 2017, Williams & Sánchez, 

2013, Epstein, 2018, Miller & Cunningham, 2014) also 

identifies challenges to parental participation, including 

work schedules, language barriers, and a lack of confidence 

in engaging with the school system.  

 

Parental involvement significantly impacts children's 

academic performance and their attitude toward learning. It 

is crucial for academic success and a child's development 

(Wang and Sheikh-Khalil, 2014). However, if not 

approached correctly, parents can negatively impact their 

children's schooling by acting as advocates and impressing 

teachers with the seriousness of their family's educational 

goals (Papalia et al, 2014). Teachers' supervision and control 

are also important as they affect how children learn and 

influence their behavior (Gordon, 2012). Teachers can create 

a kind and respectful learning environment, allowing 

students to reciprocate love and a positive attitude towards 

learning (Gordon, 2012). 

 

3. Materials and Method  
 

Research Paradigm 
The research investigates the influence of parental 

involvement on children's learning and academic success, 

against a backdrop where literacy issues are prevalent. 

Conducted in Georgetown, Guyana, at Private School X and 

School Y, the study examines the educational outcomes in 

institutions with various departments and a diverse student 

body. While both schools follow the national curriculum, 

School X uses a proprietary reading program, Wings of 

Words, while School Y employs the British Abeka Phonics 

program. 

 

The study adopted a qualitative approach whereby in-depth 

exploration and understanding of the underlying meanings, 

patterns, and nuances of the phenomenon were sought 

through methods such as interviews, observations, and 

textual analysis. This approach was chosen to capture the 

richness and complexity of the subject matter, 

acknowledging the limitations of subjectivity, potential bias, 

limited generalizability, time consumption, replication 

challenges, and the absence of quantifiable data inherent in 

qualitative research. 

 

Phenomenology research investigates human experiences 

using a triangulation design, involving multiple data sources 

to enhance validity and reliability. Similar to other 

qualitative methodologies like ethnography and 

hermeneutics, it focuses on describing rather than 

explaining. Phenomenological research emphasizes people's 

experiences and views, questioning structural assumptions. 

It can serve as a basis for practical theories, policy, and 

action, and can be used to inform, support, or criticize policy 

and action. 

 

This study explores a phenomenon's essence by examining 

people's lived experiences and perceptions of their 

environment. It employs qualitative approaches, allowing for 

innovative and researcher-designed frameworks. Factors 

such as location, purposeful sampling, and participant 

accessibility are crucial. Qualitative research enables 

researchers to develop a holistic picture, acknowledging that 

participants contribute their viewpoints, experiences, and 

interpretations. The study's accessibility and willingness to 

provide information are also key considerations. 

 

The study focused on the impact of parental involvement on 

children's learning in two schools, School X and School Y. 

Data was collected from teachers and parents of these 

schools, who were immersed in their daily lives. The study 

aimed to understand how parental involvement impacts 

children's learning. Interviews were conducted with four 

teachers and one parent from each school, focusing on Grade 

One, Two, and three teachers and parents. The schools were 

chosen for confidentiality reasons and were located in 

Region Four, making them accessible to the researcher's 

full-time work location. 

 

Research Approach 

The study utilized a phenomenological qualitative design 

with semi-structured interviews to gather data on parental 

engagement in the academic journey. The research began at 

the start of the new academic year, to elaborate on parents' 

and teachers' responses. The study's focus on time, 

anticipation of elaboration, and participant-centricity 

allowed for a comprehensive understanding. 

 

Description of procedure for data collection 

This study utilized a systematic qualitative interview 

schedule, consisting of open-ended questions for in-person 

exchanges between the interviewer and participants 

((Adhabi& Anozie, 2017). The schedule provided 

consistency and flexibility, allowing for adaptation in 

responses. The qualitative interview method investigates 

people's experiences and interpretations, involving a 

sequence of questions to extract information and ideas on a 

specific issue (Adhabi& Anozie, 2017). 

 

Oakley (2016) highlights the advantages of using interviews 

for qualitative data collection. These include a logically 

structured, consistent framework for questions, which allows 

for a methodical approach to study objectives, and open-

ended questions that allow respondents to express their 

thoughts. This method allows for a more in-depth 

understanding of participants' experiences and points of 

view. Despite pre-planned questions, there is some leeway 

for both respondents and interviewers to explain and expand 

on their responses. 
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The interview schedule's uniformity ensured reliability and 

replicated results, reducing interviewer bias. Participants 

could take the schedule home to save time. Pre-prepared 

questions limited exploration, potentially leading to 

misconceptions. The schedule allowed clear end times and 

participant explanations, facilitating data collection. The 

format also provided rapid feedback on the data collected, 

allowing for clearer interpretation and addressing 

misconceptions. However, the format may have limited 

opportunities for clarification or expounding on responses. 

 

The unified format of the interview improved data reliability 

and allowed for significant comparisons among participants. 

The organized interview schedule eliminated interviewer 

bias, enhancing data dependability. Standardization allowed 

for comparative analysis of patterns and trends. However, 

pre-planned questions limited the study's depth, potentially 

missing nuanced characteristics or unexpected findings. The 

organized design may have led to misconceptions between 

interviewers and respondents, potentially impacting the 

research's credibility, As Oral and Coban pointed out in 

2020. 

 

The interview approach is hindered by time constraints, as 

highlighted by Adhabi and Anozie in 2017 and Karasar in 

2015. This results in a study with only a small number of 

participants providing robust and meaningful data, leading to 

insufficient inclusion. 

 

The study used semi-structured interviews with teachers and 

parents from two different schools to gather data on parental 

participation and its impact on students' academic success. 

Participants were given informed consent papers before the 

interviews, which were signed by them. The interviews 

sought participants' perspectives on parental participation 

and its influence on academic success. The open-ended style 

helped limit potential bias, but it did not completely remove 

it. The interview schedule provided a methodical technique 

for acquiring qualitative data, considering the nature of the 

data and working around practical limits. When combined 

with other approaches, the methodology provided a 

comprehensive understanding of parental participation and 

its impact on academic success. 

 

Trustworthiness in the study 
The study's trustworthiness is the confidence in data, 

interpretation, and procedures used to ensure research 

quality (Connelly, 2016). The repeatability of a procedure 

yields consistent results (Babbie, 2015). This study focuses 

on dependability by adding qualitative software to maintain 

consistency in coding techniques, ensuring consistent 

processing of comparable data across multiple instances, 

thus increasing the credibility of the study's conclusions. 

 

The study emphasizes the importance of validity in 

qualitative research, ensuring reliable measurement of 

findings. It uses an interview schedule data collection 

strategy and qualitative software to ensure coding 

consistency, enhancing the credibility of the research. 

Consistent coding techniques, a repeatable interview 

schedule, and meticulous measurement alignment contribute 

to the study's credibility, ensuring the quality and reliability 

of research findings while adhering to the highest qualitative 

inquiry standards. 

 

Sample Frame 

A sampling frame is a list of units from which a sample is 

drawn, while purposeful sampling is a non-probability 

sampling strategy used in qualitative research (Babbie, 

2013). Purposive sampling focuses on selecting participants 

based on criteria related to the study topic, rather than 

aiming for a statistically representative sample, aiming to 

gather rich and meaningful information (Creswell, 2017). 

 

The researcher chose a purposeful sample of four teachers 

and one parent from School X and School Y to participate in 

the interview schedule aspect of the research. The non-

random sampling strategy was used to select participants 

based on specific criteria, and the selection process was 

carried out during the school week to ensure representative 

analysis of the chosen units of analysis. This non-random 

sampling strategy ensures the study's aims are met. 

 

4. Discussion of Findings 
 

This study affirms that the rapid brain development 

occurring during a child's early years is significantly 

influenced by the quality of their home environment and 

caregiver interactions. Notably, positive parenting strategies 

are linked to a spectrum of benefits, ranging from better 

school readiness to enhanced mental health (Cave, Wright, 

& von Stumm, 2022). The qualitative research at hand 

delved into how parental engagement shapes children's 

learning outcomes and academic success, reaffirming the 

critical role that parents play in educational processes. 

 

The evidence points to a pressing need for increased parental 

involvement to foster optimal educational outcomes. All 

participants (n=5) concurred that equipping schools with 

proper resources is essential, especially for non-elite schools 

and students from disadvantaged backgrounds. They also 

unanimously agreed that robust parent-teacher and teacher-

student relationships are foundational for effective teaching 

and learning. These findings highlight how experienced 

teachers actively pursue parental engagement, recognizing 

its influence on children‘s academic trajectories. Equally, 

the consensus among the study participants is that such 

collaboration not only facilitates the identification of 

students‘ strengths and weaknesses but also enhances overall 

child well-being. 

 

Overall, while the findings may not be groundbreaking, they 

contribute valuable context-specific data to the existing body 

of research on parental involvement in primary education in 

Guyana's Region 4, specifically within grades 1 through 3. 

Thereby, underscoring the nuanced dynamics of parent-

teacher interactions and the necessity for initiatives that are 

both contextually relevant and culturally sensitive. Thereby 

making it clear that successful collaboration between parents 

and schools is instrumental for the holistic development of 

children. This echoes the findings of Papalia et al. (2014), 

Miller & Cunningham (2014), Epstein (2018), and Erdener 

(2014), reinforcing the notion that active parental 

participation is crucial for a child's academic success. 
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In summary, this study provides a comprehensive 

understanding of the intricate relationship between parental 

involvement and academic achievement. It highlights the 

urgency for continued research aimed at addressing 

disparities and enhancing collaborative efforts. For 

educators, parents, and policymakers, these findings serve as 

a pivotal reminder of the transformative power of 

engagement and the importance of pursuing equitable 

educational practices. 

 

Description of procedure for data analysis 
A Phenomenological qualitative method data approach was 

used to analyze and interpret the data collected to gain 

meaningful insights.    

 

To verify that the data was relevant and thorough, 

information was obtained from teachers and parents at 

schools X and Y.  While looking for patterns, trends, and 

possible correlations in the data. Following the first 

examination of data using content analysis, thematic analysis 

was used as a complementary approach to further analyze 

large collections of qualitative data (Bengtsson, 2016). 

 

Thematic analysis was employed to interpret and analyze 

data from both participant groups. The researcher gained 

familiarity with the data through transcription, confirmation 

of transcripts, and review of respondent comments. Creswell 

(2017) defines thematic analysis as a strategy for 

identifying, understanding, and presenting patterns within 

qualitative data. This method helps researchers gain a 

comprehensive understanding of the phenomena being 

investigated. 

 

The data analysis process involved examining patterns and 

themes, such as socio-economic status and parental 

involvement, through the participants' perspectives. The data 

was meticulously sorted, grouped, and analyzed using 

thematic analysis, revealing overarching themes. This 

iterative process involved rigorously locating, coding, and 

evaluating qualitative data to reveal relevant insights. The 

strategy, consistent with Marriam's (1988) and Creswell's 

(2018) work, emphasizes a recurrent and iterative analysis of 

the data. All interviews were thoroughly transcribed 

verbatim to aid in thematic analysis. 

 

Ethical Considerations 
The research adhered to the British Educational Research 

Association's Ethical Guidelines for Educational Research 

(BERA) (2018), obtaining consent from the CEO and 

Administrator. The guidelines included administering 

interviews in a safe environment, allowing participants to 

stop answering if necessary, informing participants about the 

study's objectives and sections, not requiring them to 

disclose any private information, and ensuring participants' 

identities and information were kept private and only used 

for the purpose for which consent was given. These 

guidelines ensured ethical standards were met during the 

survey research. 

 

The study project is based on Creswell and Creswell's 

(2013) phenomenological research principles, which focus 

on understanding human experiences related to specific 

events. This qualitative technique is chosen for its in-depth 

understanding of phenomena, despite its limitations such as 

subjectivity, limited generalizability, and time-consuming 

nature. The study aims to explore how people perceive 

events in a given environment, emphasizing subjective 

experiences and interpretations. Triangulation was employed 

to improve the validity and reliability of the study results, 

aiming to overcome the limitations of employing a single 

technique or data source by providing a more comprehensive 

view of the investigated phenomena. 

 

The study aims to understand the impact of parental 

participation on children's learning through semi-structured 

interviews with teachers and parents in Grades One, Two, 

and Three at Schools X and Y. The research uses a 

phenomenological qualitative design with open-ended 

questions, allowing for in-depth responses. The study 

prioritizes trustworthiness, ensuring dependability, 

reliability, and validity. Consistent coding, a repeatable 

interview schedule, and thorough measurement alignment 

enhance its trustworthiness. Participants were chosen 

through purposeful sampling based on specific criteria. 

Thematic analysis was used to evaluate the data, revealing 

patterns and themes. Participants provided informed consent, 

a comfortable environment for interviews, and 

confidentiality protection. The study aims to provide a 

comprehensive understanding of parental participation and 

its impact on academic performance in adolescents. 

 

5. Limitations and Recommendations for 

Future Research 
 

The study reveals a need for further investigation into the 

impact of parental involvement on pupils' academic 

performance in primary schools. The researcher used 

qualitative data but found that it lacked hard facts. A mixed-

method approach could have provided more credibility and 

critical information, strengthening the data on parental 

involvement's impact on children's behavior and academic 

performance. The study highlights the importance of 

parental involvement in a child's development, and teachers 

need parents to be involved. However, the study did not 

address the factors that encourage parental involvement and 

the key issues preventing full support and involvement for 

academic success. Therefore, further examination is 

necessary to address these questions. 

 

The researcher faced several challenges during her 

qualitative research study, including time constraints, 

unavailable participants (parents), unavailable teachers, 

limited access to interviews, and lack of adequate time off. 

Despite these obstacles, the researcher gained valuable 

knowledge about the impact of parental involvement on 

pupils' academic performance in primary schools. The 

researcher developed patience and tolerance to overcome 

these setbacks. 

 

School sports and internal activities at both schools 

prevented teachers and parents from participating in 

interviews. The researcher was unable to leave school during 

school hours to meet with parents and teachers at school Y, 

as they were attending annual sports, internal activities, and 

end-of-term exams. Despite the researcher's initial plan to 

conduct eight interviews, only five were conducted, 
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highlighting the challenges faced in conducting the research. 

Despite these setbacks, the researcher learned to be patient 

and tolerant during the research process. 

 

The researcher successfully conducted five interviews, 

despite facing challenges, and was pleased with the 

willingness of all participants from both schools to 

participate in the research. 

 

6. Recommendation 
 

Further research is needed to understand the impact of 

parental involvement on children's behavior and academic 

performance in primary schools in Georgetown. Future 

studies should use a larger sample size and conduct 

interviews promptly, avoiding extracurricular activities. 

Guyana's economic boom due to oil discoveries could help 

create a school environment where parents are more 

involved in their children's academics and administrative 

aspects. This would create a positive learning environment 

and better parent-teacher relationships. Additionally, 

resources should be invested in creating a school 

environment where parents are willing to be more involved 

in their children's lives. 

 

Participants in an interview at School X and School Y in 

Region 4 found that there is a lack of ideal parent-teacher 

relationships and parental involvement that positively 

impacts children's academic learning. Teachers believe that 

parental involvement is crucial for classroom management, 

teacher effectiveness, and peer-to-peer interaction. However, 

the fifth participant believes that greater parental 

involvement can be achieved with the right systems in place. 

This lack of support hinders positive learning environments 

and reduces negative impacts of action/play, offending, and 

disruptive behavior. 

 

7. Conclusion 
 

This research delves into the intricate dynamics of parental 

involvement and its profound implications for the academic 

performance and learning behavior of children in Guyana. 

The study illuminates the pivotal role that parents play in 

shaping the educational trajectory of their offspring, 

underscoring the critical need for their active participation in 

academic matters. The findings of the study bring forth a 

compelling correlation between parental involvement, the 

availability of learning materials within the household, and 

the use of physical punishment in shaping the early learning 

development of Guyanese children. Notably, a wealth of 

learning materials emerges as a positive catalyst for a child's 

learning growth, whereas an upsurge in physical punishment 

manifests as a detrimental force hindering the child's 

learning development. The research goes beyond these 

empirical connections to shed light on the intricate interplay 

of cultural and contextual factors that influence parental 

participation, particularly in the richly diverse landscape of 

Guyana. Acknowledging existing gaps in knowledge 

concerning home-learning concepts across various ethnic 

groups, the study offers a valuable exploration into the 

unique perspectives of Indigenous parents regarding parental 

involvement. The positive association discovered between 

parental involvement and enhanced learning outcomes 

underscores the potential for cultivating a conducive 

learning environment through collaborative efforts among 

parents, teachers, and educational administrators. This 

recognition of the pivotal role of parental engagement 

should catalyze educators, policymakers, and parents in 

Guyana to embrace more creative and inclusive approaches 

aimed at enriching the overall educational experience for 

children. Moreover, the study serves as a clarion call for 

future research endeavors to delve even deeper into the 

intricacies of parental participation. The emphasis is placed 

on exploring age-related variations in home-learning 

concepts and delving into the diverse viewpoints of different 

ethnic groups. Addressing these knowledge gaps will pave 

the way for a more comprehensive understanding of parental 

involvement in Guyana, offering valuable insights into its 

nuanced implications for the academic success of children in 

primary schools. In summary, this investigation not only 

reinforces the established understanding of the positive 

impact of parental involvement but also advocates for a 

more nuanced and culturally sensitive approach to the study 

and promotion of parental engagement in the educational 

landscape of Guyana. Through this holistic perspective, it is 

envisioned that future efforts will contribute not only to 

academic excellence but also to the holistic development of 

young minds in the diverse and vibrant society of Guyana. 
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