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Abstract: The transition from the African Union Transition Mission in Somalia (ATMIS) to being able to continue in a strong state 

without outside assistance security framework has created significant challenges and opportunities for Somalia. This study examines the 

potential impacts of the withdrawal of ATMIS forces on Somalia's security landscape, governance structures, and socio-economic stability. 

The study points out the necessity for a method that includes reinforcement of local security forces, improving political inclusivity, and 

promoting community resilience. The paper emphasizes the importance of international support in facilitating a smooth transition, 

focusing on the root causes of instability, and helping workable change. In the end, this study aims to understand the strategic measures 

required for Somalia to steer its post-ATMIS phase effectively, ensuring long-term peace and stability in the region. 
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1. Introduction  
 

The transition from the African Union Transition Mission in 

Somalia (ATMIS) represents a fundamental moment in the 

country’s continuing journey toward stability and 

establishing system in which the citizens of a country rule 

themselves and control their own affairs. ATMIS, which was 

founded to help Somalia overcome decades of conflict and 

insecurity, has, in my opinion, been active in preventing 

extremist organizations as the delegation is ready to leave, 

concerns are raised about how Somalia will handle this 

crucial moment. Additionally, the author believes that there 

are opportunities as well as obstacles in the post-ATMIS 

environment. On the one hand, the withdrawal might tell 

weaknesses in Somalia's security system, which could result 

in a return to instability and violence. However, Somalia has 

an unusual chance to reinforce its governance systems, create 

a stronger security framework, and involve people in the 

rebuilding process as a result of this transformation. 

Moreover, this introduction will set the stage for a full study 

of the factors influencing Somalia's ability to cope with the 

post-ATMIS environment. It will explore the implications of 

security force readiness, the necessity for political inclusivity, 

and the role of international partnerships. In examining these 

dynamics, this study aims to contribute to a clearer 

understanding of the pathways toward sustainable stability in 

Somalia, emphasizing the importance of a coordinated and 

many-sided approach. 

 

1.1 Background  

 

The African Union Transition Mission in Somalia (ATMIS) 

was established in April 2022, succeeding the African Union 

Mission in Somalia (AMISOM). The transition aims to 

facilitate the gradual handover of security responsibilities to 

the Somali Security Forces (SSF) by December 2024, in the 

middle of continuing threats from the Al-Shabaab and other 

security challenges facing the country (African Union, 2022). 

The ATMIS mandate includes degrading Al-Shabaab, 

securing population centers, and supporting the efforts of the 

Federal Government of Somalia (FGS) (United Nations, 

2022). Additionally, as the ATMIS mission methods its end, 

the need for a follow-on mission has become obvious. In 

August 2024, the African Union Peace and Security Council 

endorsed the establishment of the African Union Support and 

Stabilization Mission in Somalia (AUSSOM) to replace 

ATMIS, emphasizing the importance of avoiding a security 

vacuum during the transition (African Union, 2024). The 

transition is structured around a four-phase plan, with the final 

phase requiring the SSF to take full control of security 

operations (United Nations, 2022). The security situation in 

Somalia remains precarious, with al-Shabaab continuing to 

pose a significant threat. The group has adapted its tactics, 

employing asymmetric warfare strategies that complicate 

counterinsurgency efforts (Rashid, 2023). The withdrawal of 

ATMIS could exacerbate existing vulnerabilities, particularly 

if the SSF is not adequately prepared to assume full security 

responsibilities. Concerns have been raised about the 

potential for a resurgence of violence, which could destabilize 

not only Somalia but also the broader Horn of Africa region 

(International Crisis Group, 2023). Moreover, the transition 

is complicated by financial challenges. ATMIS has faced 

significant funding shortfalls, which have delayed its 

operational effectiveness (United Nations, 2023). The need 

for predictable and sustainable funding for the successor 

mission, AUSSOM, is critical to ensure that the gains made 

during the ATMIS period are not lost. The international 

community's role in providing support, both in terms of 

financial resources and capacity building for the SSF, will be 

crucial in navigating this transition successfully (World Bank, 

2023). At the end the author determined that the Somalia's 

path to stability in the post-ATMIS era will depend on several 

factors, including the readiness of the SSF, the political 

landscape, community engagement, and the support of 

international partners, at focusing these challenges will be 

essential for raising a secure and stable situation in Somalia. 

 

2. Literature Review  
 

A variety of research and examines that underline the 

workings of security, governance, and socioeconomic forces 

at work in the nation are included in the literature on 

Somalia's journey to stability in the context of the post-

ATMIS transition. This literature review provides a full 

overview of the main subjects and findings relevant to 

Somalia's transition after ATMIS, setting the stage for further 
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analysis in the subsequent sections of the study. The literature 

will point out that Somalia's transition in the post-ATMIS era 

is many-sided, involving security, governance, and economic 

dimensions. It is important to focus on these interconnected 

issues through inclusive political processes, strong security 

frameworks, and maintainable economic improvement is 

essential for raising stability in Somalia. Continued research 

and policy study will be important in steering the challenges 

ahead. 

 

2.1 The path to stability in Somalia  

 

The path to stability in Somalia is complex and requires many 

tactics such as security, governance, and socio-economic 

development. Main to this transition is shifting security 

responsibilities from the African Union Transition Mission in 

Somalia (ATMIS) to the Somali Security Forces (SSF), which 

must be adequately trained and resourced to prevent security 

vacuums that could lead to renewed violence (Hashi, 2023). 

Strengthening governance through inclusive political 

processes is essential for building trust and legitimacy (Omar, 

2023). Community engagement is also important; involving 

local populations in governance be able to enhance 

cooperation and address historical grievances (Menkhaus, 

2022). Economic development is vital, with investments in 

infrastructure, education, health, and job creation needed to 

reduce unemployment and reliance on remittances, thereby 

decreasing the appeal of clan conflict and other extreme 

ideology (World Bank, 2022). Additionally, international 

support is critical for providing technical assistance and 

funding to strengthen governance and security (UN Security 

Council, 2023). In focusing on these areas, Somalia be able to 

work toward a more secure and prosperous future, 

emphasizing inclusivity and resilience. 

 

2.2 ATMIS: African Union Transition Mission in Somalia 

 

The African Union Transition Mission in Somalia (ATMIS), 

established in April 2022, represents a pivotal shift in the 

approach to security and stability in Somalia, succeeding the 

African Union Mission in Somalia (AMISOM). ATMIS aims 

to support the Federal Government of Somalia (FGS) in 

stabilizing the country by reducing the threat created by Al-

Shabaab and facilitating the gradual handover of security 

responsibilities to Somali forces by December 2024 (African 

Union, 2022). This transition returns a strategic development 

from a primarily military focus to a more integrated method 

that emphasize political, social, and economic dimensions of 

stability, recognizing the importance of local governance and 

community engagement (Menkhaus, 2022). However, 

ATMIS faces significant challenges, including the persistent 

threat from Al-Shabaab, constant resource constraints, and 

the split political landscape in Somalia that complicates 

unified security strategies (Hashi, 2023; UN Security 

Council, 2023). The mission's success centers on continued 

international support, which is crucial for logistics, training, 

and capacity-building initiatives aimed at enhancing the 

capabilities of the Somali Security Forces (SSF) (Omar, 

2023). In talking about these challenges and cultivating 

community involvement, ATMIS aims to create a more 

unpredictable secure, and stable situation for the Somali 

people. 

 

2.3 Security Transition  

 

The security transition in Somalia, particularly following the 

withdrawal of the African Union Transition Mission in 

Somalia (ATMIS), represents a critical phase in the country’s 

efforts to achieve self-sustained security. This transition 

involves transferring security responsibilities from 

international forces to the Somali Security Forces (SSF), 

emphasizing capacity building, community engagement, and 

intelligence sharing (Menkhaus, 2022). A primary focus has 

been on improving the operational skills of the Somali 

Security Forces (SSF) through training in counter-insurgency 

tactics and community policing, which are essential for 

fostering trust between security forces and local populations 

(Hashi, 2023). However, this transition faces significant 

challenges, including the persistent threat from Al-Shabaab, 

which has demonstrated resilience through adaptive tactics 

that complicate conventional military responses (Menkhaus, 

2022). Additionally, resource constraints, including 

inadequate funding and equipment, block the Somali Security 

Forces (SSF's) effectiveness, while political instability may 

undermine unified security efforts (Hashi, 2023). To navigate 

these challenges, the author and other experts suggest a 

phased withdrawal of ATMIS forces, allowing for continuing 

evaluation of the Somali Security Forces (SSF's) readiness, 

together with continued international support for capacity 

building and governance improvements (Menkhaus, 2022; 

UN Security Council, 2023). At the end of the day, the 

success of this security transition centers on talks these 

interconnected issues, ensuring that the SSF is prepared to 

maintain stability and security in Somalia. 

 

2.4 Stability in Somalia 

 

Achieving stability in Somalia is a diverse challenge shaped 

by a history of conflict, political fragmentation, and socio-

economic difficulties. Central to this stability is security, 

particularly in light of the persistent threat posed by al-

Shabaab, which exploits local grievances and employs 

asymmetric warfare tactics to undermine state authority 

(Menkhaus, 2022). The successful transition of security 

responsibilities from the African Union Transition Mission in 

Somalia (ATMIS) to the Somali Security Forces (SSF) is 

important; however, the SSF must be adequately trained and 

resourced to handle these threats independently to avoid a 

resurgence of violence that could destabilize the region 

further (Hashi, 2023). Political dynamics also play a 

significant role in fostering stability, as Somalia's split 

political background, characterized by clan-based rivalries, 

complicates governance efforts. Effective governance 

requires inclusivity and the active participation of various 

stakeholders, including marginalized groups, to build a stable 

political framework that supports security efforts (Omar, 

2023). Furthermore, socio-economic development is vital; 

Somalia faces significant economic challenges, such as high 

unemployment and vulnerability to climate change, which 

necessitate initiatives focusing on job creation and education 

to build community resilience (World Bank, 2022). Engaging 

youth in productive activities will also have to reduce the 

attraction of extreme ideologies (Menkhaus, 2022). While 

sustained international support is crucial for Somalia’s 

stability, it must be balanced with efforts to promote local 

ownership and accountability (Omar, 2023). The author 
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believes that Somalia possibly create a more secure and stable 

future by tackling the interrelated issues of governance, 

economic resilience, and security. 

 

2.5 Local Security Forces in Somalia  

 

Local security forces play a crucial role in Somalia's mission 

for stability and security, especially in the context of the 

ongoing transition from the African Union Transition Mission 

in Somalia (ATMIS) to a more self-workable security 

framework These forces, including the Somali National Army 

(SNA) and various regional and local militia groups, serve as 

the first line of defense against threats from al-Shabaab and 

other rebel bodies. Their local knowledge enhances the 

effectiveness of security responses and fosters community 

policing efforts, which are essential for building public trust 

(Menkhaus, 2022). However, local security forces face 

significant challenges, including inadequate training, 

equipment, and logistical support, which possibly lead to 

operational inefficiencies and low morale (Hashi, 2023). The 

disintegration of these forces, often influenced by clan 

affiliations and clan political interests, complicates 

coordinated responses to security threats and can create 

tensions within communities (Omar, 2023). To address these 

challenges, effective capacity-building and training programs 

are crucial for improving the operational effectiveness of 

local security forces. International partners have initiated 

various programs focused on counter-insurgency tactics, 

human rights training, and community meeting strategies, 

which are essential for transforming local security forces into 

professional and accountable entities (UN Security Council, 

2023). Furthermore, engaging communities in security efforts 

is fundamental; local security forces must build relationships 

with the populations they serve to foster trust and 

collaboration of not stamping unclear issues. This 

community-oriented approach not only improves security 

outcomes but also contributes to long-term stability by 

addressing the root causes of conflict (Menkhaus, 2022). In 

the end, a lot of academics, including the author, think that 

enabling local security forces with sufficient funding and 

community involvement is essential to guaranteeing their 

ability to support national security initiatives, particularly as 

Somalia negotiates the challenges of the post-ATMIS 

transition. 

 

2.6 Political Inclusivity in Somalia. 

 

Political inclusivity is essential for promoting stability and 

governance in Somalia, particularly as the country transitions 

from a history of conflict to a more unified state. This 

inclusivity ensures that diverse clan groups within Somali 

society, including marginalized communities, women, and 

youth, have a voice in the political process, which is 

fundamental for building trust in government institutions and 

fostering a sense of ownership among citizens (Aubyn, 2022). 

However, achieving political inclusivity faces significant 

challenges, including a broke political landscape 

characterized by clan-based identities and power struggles 

among political elites, which often marginalize less powerful 

groups (Hashi, 2023). Additionally, general issues such as 

corruption and a lack of transparency blocks genuine 

participation by the populace. To promote political 

inclusivity, strategies such as decentralization of governance 

possibly empower local communities to actively participate 

in decision-making processes, ensuring that local needs are 

shown in national policies (Omar, 2023). Facilitating 

inclusive dialogues among diverse political factions and 

communities is also critical for directing historical grievances 

and fostering mutual understanding (Menkhaus, 2022). 

Furthermore, specific efforts must be made to empower 

women and youth in the political sphere by promoting their 

participation and providing training on leadership and 

governance. The international community plays a crucial role 

in supporting these initiatives by providing technical 

assistance and facilitating dialogue, although such support 

must support with the priorities of Somali society (UN 

Security Council, 2023). Additionally, the author further 

added that political inclusion is essential to Somalia's stability 

in the end. In talking disintegration, empowering 

marginalized groups, and encouraging dialogue, Somalia may 

create a more inclusive political environment that supports 

resilience and national unity. 

 

2.7 Challenges and Opportunities 

 

2.7.1 Challenges  

Somalia faces several significant challenges that delay its 

stability and development. One of the most pressing issues is 

the persistent threat from Al-Shabaab, which employs 

unequal warfare tactics to exploit local grievances, creating a 

situation of fear and instability (Menkhaus, 2022). The 

transition of security responsibilities from the African Union 

Transition Mission in Somalia (ATMIS) to the Somali 

Security Forces (SSF) creates additional risks; if the SSF is 

not adequately prepared, this could lead to a rebirth of 

violence and a security vacuum (Hashi, 2023). to mix two 

things together, these security concerns is the political 

disintegration widespread in Somalia, which is often divided 

along clan lines. This division complicates governance 

efforts, raises conflicts among political elites, and be able to 

marginalize communities, further blocking inclusive political 

processes essential for national reconciliation (Omar, 2023). 

Additionally, Somalia’s economy suffers from high 

unemployment rates, poverty, a heavy reliance on 

remittances, and helplessness to climate change. These 

economic challenges worsen existing social tensions and 

block change efforts, while the lack of infrastructure and basic 

services limits opportunities for growth and stability (World 

Bank, 2022). 

 

2.7.2 Opportunities  

Despite the numerous challenges Somalia faces, such as 

security threats, political disintegration, clan affiliation lines 

and economic difficulties, there are significant opportunities 

for improving stability and fostering change. One key 

opportunity lies in international support; various 

organizations and countries are committed to providing 

technical assistance, funding, and capacity-building 

initiatives aimed at strengthening governance and security 

(UN Security Council, 2023). This support is crucial for 

facilitating the transition from international to local control 

over security and governance. Additionally, engaging local 

communities in governance and security efforts can build 

trust and cooperation, empowering citizens and enhancing 

local ownership of development processes (Menkhaus, 2022). 

In fostering dialogue and understanding among different 
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clans and groups, Somalia be able to work toward a more 

unified society. Furthermore, there is considerable potential 

for economic development through investments in 

infrastructure, education, and job creation. Prioritizing these 

areas can enhance resilience against economic shocks and 

reduce the allure of extremist groups among youth 

(Menkhaus, 2022). Sustainable development initiatives that 

leverage local resources and address community needs are 

essential for contributing to long-term stability. In conclusion, 

while Somalia's journey toward stability is calm with 

challenges, the potential for international support, community 

engagement, and economic development presents a pathway 

toward a more secure and prosperous future. Additionally, the 

role of international actors is critical in Somalia's transition. 

Studies indicate that constant financial and technical 

assistance from international partners is essential for building 

the capacity of the SSF and supporting governance initiatives 

(UN Security Council, 2023). However, authors like Omar 

(2023) caution that reliance on external support must be 

balanced with efforts to promote local ownership and 

accountability in security and governance processes. 

 

2.8 Future Prospects for Somalia: Author Suggestions 

 

1) Strengthening local security forces, the author points out 

that it is essential to ensure that the Somali Security 

Forces (SSF) are adequately trained and resourced in 

order for them to successfully take over security duties 

from the African Union Transition Mission in Somalia 

(ATMIS). This will help prevent a security vacuum and 

avoid threats from al-Shabaab. 

2) Encouraging inclusive governance, the author suggested 

that inclusive political processes are important. Giving 

chance Involving to marginalized people in government, 

making sure their opinions are heard, and building 

confidence in state institutions that possible creates 

workable and trust future initiatives in more organized 

political situation be able to created with the use of 

channels for communication between various tribes and 

groupings. 

3) Investing in economic development will be help full in 

reducing weakness to extremism requires economic 

stability. According to the author, augmenting lives and 

lowering dependency on remittances require investments 

in infrastructure, education, health and job creation focus 

on local resources and needs. 
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