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Abstract: Climate - induced migration is increasingly recognized as one of the most critical challenges of the 21st century, driven by the
multifaceted impacts of climate change, including rising sea levels, extreme weather events, and resource scarcity. According to the
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), by 2050, over 200 million people could be displaced due to climate - related factors,
highlighting the urgent need for global action (IPCC, 2022). This phenomenon has profound implications for human security, economic
stability, and international cooperation, as affected populations often lack the legal recognition and protections afforded to traditional
refugees under international law (United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees [UNHCR], 2021). Displacement due to rising sea
levels threatens low - lying nations such as Kiribati and the Maldives, while extreme weather events, like hurricanes in the Caribbean,
and resource scarcity caused by desertification in Sub - Saharan Africa further exacerbate vulnerabilities (International Organization
for Migration [IOM], 2022). This paper explores the evolving role of key international institutions, particularly the UNHCR and IOM, in
addressing the complexities of climate - induced migration. While the UNHCR has traditionally focused on refugees fleeing conflict or
persecution, it has started to address the impacts of natural disasters through various programs, despite the lack of a clear legal mandate
to protect climate migrants (UNHCR, 2021). Meanwhile, the IOM has taken a leading role in migration management by facilitating data
collection, disaster preparedness, and policy development at regional and global levels (I0M, 2022). Despite these efforts, significant gaps
in global policies persist. Existing frameworks, such as the Global Compact for Migration, lack binding commitments to address climate
migration comprehensively, leaving displaced populations in a legal and policy vacuum (United Nations, 2018). This paper examines
these gaps, explores strategies to foster international cooperation, and emphasizes the need to align climate governance with human rights
principles to ensure a more equitable and sustainable response to climate - induced migration.
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1. Introduction The Role of International Institutions

The UNHCR's Involvement
The UNHCR has traditionally focused on refugees fleeing
persecution and conflict. However, climate migrants do not

Climate change is no longer a distant threat; its impacts are
tangible, displacing communities across the globe. The
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) projects

that by 2050, over 200 million people could be displaced due
to climate - related factors. This form of migration, often
referred to as "climate - induced displacement, " lacks a clear
legal framework under current international law.

International institutions such as the UNHCR and IOM play
pivotal roles in addressing these challenges. However, their
mandates and frameworks require adaptation to accommodate
the complexities of climate - induced migration. This paper
aims to analyze their current contributions, identify policy
gaps, and propose strategies for effective global governance.

Climate - Induced Migration: An Overview

Definition and Causes

Climate - induced migration refers to the movement of people

driven by climate - related events such as:

« Rising sea levels (e. g., Maldives, Kiribati).

o Extreme weather events (e. g., hurricanes
Caribbean).

« Resource scarcity caused by droughts and desertification
(e. g., Sub - Saharan Africa).

in the

The Impact of Climate Migration

The displacement often exacerbates existing inequalities,
affecting the most vulnerable populations and straining host
countries' resources. Climate migration also poses significant
risks to cultural heritage, economic stability, and international
security.

fall under the 1951 Refugee Convention's definition of a
refugee. Despite this limitation, the UNHCR has initiated
programs to support displaced populations affected by natural
disasters, such as the 2010 Pakistan floods.

The IOM's Contributions

The IOM is a key player in managing migration, including
climate - induced displacement. It facilitates data collection,
develops disaster preparedness programs, and collaborates
with regional bodies to implement migration governance
frameworks.

Other Key Players

Organizations such as the IPCC and the United Nations
Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) also
influence climate migration policies through research and
international agreements like the Paris Accord.

Policy Analysis: Gaps and Challenges

a) Legal Gaps

« Climate migrants lack legal protection under international
refugee law. Existing agreements, such as the Global
Compact for Migration, are non - binding and fail to
address specific challenges faced by displaced
populations.

b) Funding Shortages

« International institutions often struggle with inadequate
funding to support large - scale climate migration
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programs. For instance, the Green Climate Fund has fallen
short of its financing targets.

c) Fragmented Governance

« Thereisalack of coherence among international, regional,
and national policies, leading to inconsistent responses to
climate displacement.

Strategies for Global Cooperation

a) Expanding Institutional Mandates

o Broaden the UNHCR’s mandate to include climate -
induced displacement.

« Strengthen the IOM’s role in facilitating cross - border
migration for displaced individuals.

b) Establishing a Legal Framework

o Develop a legally binding international convention on
climate - induced migration.

o Recognize "climate refugees” under international law,
ensuring their rights to protection and resettlement.

¢) Financial Mechanisms

o Create dedicated funding streams for climate migration,
such as expanding the scope of the Green Climate Fund.

« Encourage public - private partnerships to fund relocation
and adaptation projects.

d) Regional Cooperation

« Promote regional agreements such as the Pacific
Resilience Partnership to address localized challenges.

« Facilitate the sharing of best practices among affected
nations.

e) Public Awareness and Advocacy

« Increase global awareness of climate migration through
campaigns and education.

« Involve civil society and grassroots organizations in
policy development.

2. Case Studies

The Pacific Islands

Small island nations such as Kiribati and Tuvalu are at the
forefront of climate migration. International efforts, including
IOM's relocation programs, have provided some relief, but
long - term solutions are necessary.

The Sahel Region

In Sub - Saharan Africa, desertification has forced
communities to migrate in search of arable land. The African
Union's Great Green Wall Initiative offers a promising model
for combining environmental restoration with migration
management.

3. Recommendations

« Establish a Global Compact on Climate Migration with
binding commitments.

« Integrate climate migration into existing international
frameworks, such as the Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs).

« Enhance collaboration between international
organizations, regional bodies, and national governments
to streamline policy implementation.

4. Conclusion

Climate - induced migration represents a critical intersection
of climate change, human rights, and global governance.
Addressing this issue requires a collaborative, multi -
stakeholder approach that prioritizes the needs of displaced
populations while fostering sustainable development.
International institutions such as the UNHCR and IOM must
adapt their mandates and strengthen their cooperation to
tackle this growing crisis effectively.
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