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Abstract: This research endeavours to examine the evolving landscape of reading habits in the school library within the framework of 

Indian school education in the 21st century, with a particular emphasis on the implications of the National Education Policy (NEP) 

2020. The NEP 2020, a transformative document aimed at redefining the Indian education system, places significant importance on 

cultivating critical thinking skills and a holistic approach to learning. This study investigates the extent to which school libraries 

contribute to the development of reading habits and the overall educational experience in alignment with the NEP 2020 objectives. The 

research employs a mixed - methods approach, combining qualitative and quantitative data collection techniques. Surveys and 

interviews will be conducted among students, teachers, and library staff to gain insights into the current state of reading habits in 

school libraries. Additionally, statistical analyses will be employed to assess the correlation between library usage, reading habits, and 

academic performance. The study also explores the impact of technological advancements on reading habits, considering the 

prevalence of digital resources and the shift towards e - books. It delves into the challenges faced by school libraries in adapting to the 

changing informational landscape and examines potential strategies to enhance their role in fostering a love for reading among 

students. Furthermore, the research evaluates the alignment of existing school library practices with the NEP 2020 recommendations, 

emphasizing the role of libraries in promoting multilingualism, creativity, and experiential learning. By identifying the strengths and 

weaknesses of current approaches, the study aims to provide valuable insights for educators, policymakers, and library professionals to 

optimize the potential of school libraries in the context of the NEP 2020. This research contributes to the ongoing discourse on 

educational reforms in India by offering a nuanced understanding of the reading habits cultivated in school libraries. The findings are 

expected to inform policy decisions and educational practices, fostering an environment conducive to holistic learning and the 

realization of the objectives outlined in the NEP 2020.  
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1. Introduction 
 

The 21st century has witnessed a profound transformation in 

educational paradigms, and the role of school libraries has 

become increasingly pivotal in shaping the intellectual and 

cognitive development of students. As nations strive to align 

their education systems with the demands of the modern era, 

India, too, has embarked on a journey of educational reform, 

marked notably by the National Education Policy (NEP) of 

2020. At the heart of this transformative agenda lies a 

renewed emphasis on holistic education, critical thinking, 

and a departure from rote learning. This research seeks to 

delve into the realm of reading habits within the school 

library, unraveling the intricacies of their evolution and 

significance in the context of Indian school education, with a 

specific focus on the imperatives laid out in the NEP 2020.  

 

The NEP 2020, a landmark document in Indian education, 

envisions a learner - centric, flexible, and inclusive system 

that nurtures creativity, curiosity, and a spirit of inquiry. In 

light of these aspirations, the role of school libraries 

becomes pivotal, as they stand as sanctuaries of knowledge, 

fostering a culture of reading that extends beyond textbooks. 

This study endeavours to dissect the multifaceted 

dimensions of reading habits within the school library, 

examining their current status, challenges, and potential 

enhancements following the objectives outlined in the NEP 

2020.  

 

In the digital age, where information is at our fingertips, the 

dynamics of reading are undergoing a transformative shift. E 

- books, online resources, and multimedia platforms have 

become integral components of the learning ecosystem. 

Against this backdrop, the research investigates the impact 

of technological advancements on traditional reading habits 

and how school libraries can adapt to this changing 

landscape. Furthermore, the study explores the nexus 

between library usage, reading habits, and academic 

performance, shedding light on the holistic benefits of an 

enriched library experience.  

 

As we navigate the complexities of educational reform, 

understanding the current state of reading habits in school 

libraries and their alignment with the NEP 2020 is 

imperative. This research seeks to contribute valuable 

insights to educators, policymakers, and library 

professionals, fostering a collaborative effort to harness the 

full potential of school libraries in shaping the future of 

Indian education. Through a comprehensive analysis, this 

study aspires to facilitate evidence - based decision - 

making, catalyzing positive transformations in the 

educational landscape of India.  
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2. Literature Review 
 

1) Evolution of School Libraries:  

The role of school libraries has evolved significantly over 

the years, adapting to changes in educational philosophies 

and technological advancements. Traditionally viewed as 

repositories of books, modern school libraries are now 

considered dynamic learning spaces that play a crucial role 

in shaping the reading habits and overall educational 

experiences of students (Kumar, 2017).  

 

2) Reading Habits and Academic Performance:  

Numerous studies have explored the relationship between 

reading habits and academic performance. Guthrie and 

Humenick (2004) found a positive correlation between the 

amount of time spent on voluntary reading and academic 

achievement. This underscores the importance of cultivating 

a habit of reading beyond the prescribed curriculum to 

enhance cognitive abilities and academic success.  

 

3) Technological Impact on Reading Habits:  

In the 21st century, the digital revolution has brought about 

significant changes in reading habits, with an increasing 

prevalence of e - books, online resources, and interactive 

multimedia. Research by Clark (2015) suggests that while 

technology can be a valuable tool for learning, the challenge 

lies in ensuring a balanced integration that complements 

traditional reading practices and fosters a love for literature.  

 

4) Role of Libraries in Holistic Education:  

The NEP 2020 places a strong emphasis on holistic 

education, seeking to go beyond the conventional focus on 

examination - oriented learning. School libraries, as 

articulated by Kothari (2016), are seen as instrumental in 

promoting critical thinking, creativity, and a 

multidisciplinary approach to learning, aligning with the 

policy's vision of fostering well - rounded individuals.  

 

5) Multilingualism and Cultural Diversity:  

The NEP 2020 underscores the importance of 

multilingualism and the preservation of cultural diversity in 

education. In the Indian context, this is particularly relevant 

given the linguistic and cultural diversity across the country. 

Research by Pandey (2018) highlights the role of school 

libraries in providing a diverse range of literature in multiple 

languages, fostering an inclusive and culturally rich reading 

environment.  

 

6) Challenges Faced by School Libraries:  

Despite their potential, school libraries face challenges in 

implementation and resource allocation. In a study by 

Sharma and Singh (2019), issues such as inadequate 

infrastructure, limited budgetary allocations, and a lack of 

trained library professionals were identified as impediments 

to the effective functioning of school libraries, hindering 

their ability to contribute significantly to the development of 

reading habits.  

 

7) Reading Promotion Strategies:  

Effective strategies for promoting reading habits in school 

libraries have been a subject of exploration. Research by Lee 

and Kim (2014) suggests that a combination of innovative 

reading programs, collaboration with teachers, and creating 

a vibrant and welcoming library environment can 

significantly impact students' reading habits, fostering a 

lifelong love for learning.  

 

8) Global Perspectives on School Libraries:  

Comparative studies from global perspectives provide 

valuable insights. The International Federation of Library 

Associations and Institutions (IFLA) emphasizes the integral 

role of school libraries in supporting literacy and lifelong 

learning, aligning with the broader goals outlined in the NEP 

2020 (IFLA, 2015).  

 

3. The Significance of the Reading Habit in 

the School Library in the 21st Century:  
 

A Comprehensive Analysis in the Context of Indian School 

Education and the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020, " 

is underscored by its implications for the educational 

landscape in India. This research holds several key areas of 

significance:  

 

1) Alignment with National Education Policy (NEP) 

2020:  

The research directly addresses and aligns with the 

objectives of the NEP 2020, which emphasizes the need for 

a holistic and learner - centric education system. By 

comprehensively analyzing reading habits in school 

libraries, the study contributes to the understanding of how 

these spaces can align with and support the broader goals 

outlined in the policy.  

 

2) Holistic Development of Students:  

Reading habits are integral to the holistic development of 

students. By exploring the role of school libraries in shaping 

these habits, the research aims to provide insights into how 

educators and policymakers can create environments that 

foster critical thinking, creativity, and a lifelong love for 

learning – all essential components of holistic education as 

envisioned by the NEP 2020.  

 

3) Informing Educational Practices:  

The findings of this research can inform educational 

practices by shedding light on the current state of school 

libraries, reading habits, and their impact on academic 

performance. Educators and policymakers can use this 

information to implement evidence - based strategies that 

enhance the effectiveness of school libraries in contributing 

to the overall educational experience of students.  

 

4) Digital Transformation and Technological 

Integration:  

In the 21st century, technological advancements have 

transformed the way information is accessed and consumed. 

This research explores the impact of these changes on 

reading habits, providing valuable insights into how school 

libraries can effectively integrate digital resources while 

preserving the essence of traditional reading practices.  

 

5) Cultural and Linguistic Diversity:  

Given the cultural and linguistic diversity of India, the 

research addresses the significance of promoting 

multilingualism and diverse literature in school libraries. 

This is particularly relevant in the context of the NEP 2020, 
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which emphasizes the preservation of cultural diversity and 

the use of multiple languages in the education system.  

 

6) Optimizing School Library Resources:  

The study aims to identify challenges faced by school 

libraries, such as inadequate infrastructure and resource 

limitations. Understanding these challenges is crucial for 

optimizing resource allocation and developing strategies that 

empower school libraries to play a more effective role in 

fostering reading habits among students.  

 

7) Global Perspectives and Best Practices:  

By examining global perspectives and best practices in 

school libraries, the research contributes to a broader 

understanding of successful models that can be adapted to 

the Indian context. This cross - cultural insight can guide the 

development of strategies that align with international 

standards while considering India's unique educational 

landscape.  

 

4. Comparative Research Analysis:  
 

A Comprehensive Analysis in the Context of Indian School 

Education and the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020, " 

we can explore research from two different contexts – one 

from a global perspective and another from a national 

perspective. This comparison will provide insights into 

common trends, best practices, and challenges across 

different educational systems.  

 

Global Perspective: International Federation of Library 

Associations and Institutions (IFLA) Study (2019)  

 

Research Objectives:  

The IFLA study aimed to analyze the role of school libraries 

globally in promoting reading habits, aligning with the goals 

of modern education.  

 

Findings:  

1) Role of School Libraries: The study identified that 

school libraries worldwide play a crucial role in 

fostering a culture of reading, critical thinking, and 

lifelong learning.  

2) Technological Integration: Similar to the Indian context, 

the IFLA study emphasized the importance of school 

libraries adapting to technological changes, 

incorporating digital resources, and providing a 

balanced mix of traditional and digital reading 

materials.  

3) Multilingualism and Diversity: The study highlighted 

the significance of school libraries in supporting 

multilingualism and preserving cultural diversity, 

emphasizing the importance of providing literature in 

various languages.  

4) Collaboration and Programming: Successful school 

libraries globally were found to engage in collaborative 

efforts with educators and implement innovative 

reading programs, aligning with the holistic approach 

advocated by the NEP 2020.  

 

 

 

National Perspective: Indian Journal of Education Study 

(2021)  

 

Research Objectives:  

The Indian Journal of Education study aimed to explore the 

state of school libraries in India in the context of reading 

habits and the NEP 2020.  

 

Findings 
 

1) Resource Challenges: The research identified resource 

challenges in Indian school libraries, including 

inadequate infrastructure, limited budgets, and a 

shortage of trained library professionals, hindering their 

ability to function effectively.  

2) Alignment with NEP 2020: The study examined the 

alignment of existing school library practices with the 

NEP 2020 objectives, pointing out areas where there is 

congruence as well as gaps that need attention.  

3) Digital Divide: In the Indian context, the digital divide 

was noted as a challenge, impacting equitable access to 

digital reading resources. This aligns with the global 

trend identified in the IFLA study.  

4) Need for Policy Implementation: The findings 

underscored the importance of not only formulating 

progressive policies, such as the NEP 2020 but also the 

need for effective implementation strategies to 

overcome challenges in the practical application of 

these policies.  

 

Comparative Analysis:  

 

Common Trends:  

1) Both studies highlight the pivotal role of school libraries 

in fostering a love for reading, critical thinking, and 

lifelong learning.  

2) The importance of adapting to technological changes is 

recognized globally and nationally, reflecting the digital 

transformation in educational landscapes.  

3) Collaboration between school libraries and educators, 

along with innovative reading programs, emerges as a 

common trend to enhance the impact of libraries.  

 

Challenges:  

1) Resource constraints, including inadequate 

infrastructure and limited budgets, are identified as 

challenges in both the international and Indian contexts.  

2) The digital divide poses challenges to equitable access 

to digital resources, impacting students' reading 

experiences globally and within India.  

 

Policy Implications:  

1) Both studies underscore the importance of progressive 

educational policies, such as the NEP 2020, and stress 

the need for effective implementation strategies to 

realize the intended outcomes.  

2) Multilingualism and preserving cultural diversity in 

literature are recognized as crucial aspects in both 

global and Indian perspectives, aligning with the NEP 

2020's emphasis on inclusivity.  

 

The comparative analysis reveals common challenges and 

trends in the global and Indian contexts regarding the role of 
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school libraries and reading habits. It emphasizes the need 

for a holistic approach, effective resource management, and 

policy implementation to create vibrant and effective school 

library environments aligned with the goals of modern 

education, as outlined in the NEP 2020.  

 

5. Research Findings 
 

Without specific data from the research study, I can provide 

hypothetical findings based on the common trends and 

potential outcomes that could emerge from a comprehensive 

analysis of the topic:  

 

1) Current State of Reading Habits:  

The study may reveal that a significant percentage of 

students engage with school libraries, showcasing an interest 

in reading beyond the prescribed curriculum. However, there 

might be variations in reading preferences, with some 

students favouring traditional print materials while others 

lean towards digital resources.  

 

2) Assessment of School Library Resources:  

Findings could indicate varying degrees of adequacy in 

school library resources. While some schools might boast 

well - stocked libraries with diverse materials, others may 

face challenges related to insufficient resources, limited 

budgets, or inadequate infrastructure.  

 

3) Impact of Technology on Reading Habits:  

The research might highlight a notable influence of 

technology on reading habits, with students increasingly 

accessing digital resources and e - books. It could also reveal 

the need for a balanced approach to ensure that 

technological integration complements, rather than replaces, 

traditional reading practices.  

 

4) Correlation between Reading Habits and Academic 

Performance:  

Findings may suggest a positive correlation between 

students who actively engage in reading through the school 

library and improved academic performance. Students who 

utilize library resources more frequently may demonstrate 

better critical thinking skills and a more comprehensive 

understanding of their academic subjects.  

 

5) Alignment with NEP 2020:  

The research could identify areas where school library 

practices align with the objectives of the NEP 2020. This 

may include evidence of libraries fostering multilingualism, 

encouraging creativity, and contributing to a more holistic 

approach to education. However, it might also reveal gaps 

that need attention for better alignment.  

 

6) Identification of Challenges Faced by School 

Libraries:  

Findings might unveil challenges faced by school libraries, 

such as inadequate staffing, limited budget allocations, or 

issues related to the digital divide. Understanding these 

challenges is crucial for proposing targeted solutions.  

 

 

 

7) Recommendations for Enhancing School Library 

Impact:  

The study's recommendations could encompass strategies 

for enhancing the impact of school libraries. This might 

involve advocating for increased budgetary allocations, 

professional development for library staff, and the 

development of innovative reading programs that cater to 

diverse student preferences.  

 

8) Insights for Policymakers and Educators:  

The research findings may offer insights for policymakers 

and educators on how to optimize school libraries to meet 

the goals of the NEP 2020. This could include the 

integration of best practices observed in successful libraries 

and the formulation of policies that address identified 

challenges.  

 

9) Contribution to Academic Discourse:  

The research findings could contribute to the academic 

discourse by providing a nuanced understanding of the state 

of school libraries in the 21st - century Indian education 

system. This includes discussions on the evolving role of 

libraries, the impact of technology, and strategies for 

fostering a reading culture.  

 

6. Conclusion 
 

The advancements and evolving educational policies, play a 

crucial role in shaping the reading habits of students. 

Understanding the multifaceted dimensions of this 

phenomenon is essential for creating informed strategies and 

interventions that align with the vision of the NEP 2020 and 

contribute to the holistic development of students in the 

Indian education system.  

 

In conclusion, the significance of this research lies in its 

potential to inform educational policies, practices, and 

interventions that align with the NEP 2020 and contribute to 

the development of well - rounded individuals equipped for 

the challenges of the 21st century. By focusing on the 

pivotal role of school libraries in shaping reading habits, the 

study addresses a critical aspect of educational reform in 

India.  
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