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Abstract: This study discusses in depth the aspect of grammatical cohesion in the thesis abstract of students of the Indonesian 

Language Education study program at Semarang State University. The focus of the analysis lies in the systematics of students using 

grammatical cohesion to organize and relate ideas in their abstracts. This research uses a descriptive and qualitative approach. 

Meanwhile, the source of research data is the thesis abstract of students of the S2-Indonesian Education Study Program as many as 30 

thesis abstracts. The form of data for this research is in the form of fragments of abstract texts of thesis students of the S2-Indonesian 

Language Education Study Program which are suspected to contain grammatical cohesion. Data collection with observation techniques 

and record techniques, in data analysis using normative techniques. Through a qualitative descriptive approach, this study aims to prove 

the existence of grammatical cohesion in the thesis abstract of students of the S2-Indonesian Language Education Study Program and 

analyze the variations of the tools used in the thesis abstract of the students of the S2-Indonesian Education Study Program. The results 

of the study showed variations in the level of mastery of grammatical cohesion among students.  Some abstracts highlight a good 

understanding of the use of pronouns and conjunctions to form logical relationships between ideas, while others point to a lack of 

tendency to use less grammatical cohesion of ellipses. 

 

Keywords: Grammatical Cohesion, Abstract Thesis, Indonesian Language Education, Qualitative     Research, Semarang State 

University 
 

1. Introduction 
 

The use of good and correct language must meet the 

requirements of discourse. These requirements include 

consistency and coherence (Santoso et al., 2020). 

Consistency and coherence in the use of language can be 

achieved by using a truly harmonious coherence tool. Also 

texts (especially written text) need textual elements. 

Coherence is one of the most important elements that make 

up a text (Mulatsih et al., 2023). Textual elements distinguish 

a series of sentences as textual or non-textual (Edward et al., 

2022). To do this, language users need the ability to choose 

and use language that connects the propositions expressed to 

the sentences they use. The coherence of discourse is 

characterized by the use of formal signs (Hanafiah, 2014; 

Mandia, 2017). Shape markers used as a means of 

communication are often called coherence tools or markers 

(Candrawati & Luh, n.d.; Lestari, 2019). Markers connect 

what was said with what was said earlier in the conversation. 

In addition, markers connect and shape the integrity of 

discourse based on grammatical or lexical elements. The 

cohesion element consists of two pillars, namely grammatical 

and lexical cohesion (Azis, 2015; Sanajaya et al., 2021). The 

subject of this research is grammatical Coherence. This 

grammatical coherence is used as the object of research 

because it is suspected that students of the Indonesian 

Language and Literature Education Study Program, Faculty 

of Language and Arts, State University of Semarang often 

use different grammatical coherence when writing their 

thesis abstracts. There are several commonly used 

grammatical coherence devices, namely references, 

substitutions, ellipses, conjunctions, inversions, sentence 

pacifisms, and nominalizations. (Ali, 2010; Harahap, 2018). 

Students of the Indonesian Language and Literature 

Education Study Program, Faculty of Language and Arts, 

State University of Semarang also poured their thoughts into 

language codes in the form of sentences in the form of text. 

This series of sentences is then interpreted by the reader 

according to its meaning. The form of discourse in such a 

state is a text in the form of a series of sentences, which is the 

result of expressing one's ideas. Because there is a difference 

of opinion regarding the two terms, the term text is used in 

this study. In this sense, expressions are used both as abstract 

theoretical constructions and as their embodiment. Such a 

choice of attitude is based on the fact that textual sources are 

always used in the analysis of verbal discourse. Discourse 

analysis work is work related to texts (Algouzi & Hazaea, 

2023; Puukko, 2024). Only through the text of verbal 

discourse analysis grammatical coherence in the text of the 

research report can be carried out (Li & Zhong, 2022; Coins 

&; Yao, 2022). Papers are also a type of scientific work. A 

report is a part of a research paper that is written based on 

material obtained from the results of the research. These 

types of scientific papers include, for example, thesis 
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abstracts on hearing performance research, as well as R&D 

thesis abstracts and experimental research thesis abstracts. 

Ideally, students of the Indonesian Language and Literature 

Study Program, Faculty of Language and Arts, Semarang 

State The university has a critical awareness that the 

academic article writing cycle must be completed seriously. 

The use of grammatical coherence in the thesis abstract of 

students of the Indonesian Language Education Study 

Program, Faculty of Languages and Arts, State University of 

Semarang is not only limited to the use of syntactic units in 

sentences. However, the use of grammatical coherence can 

also be found in the use of discourse units. To find out the 

extent to which students understand the phenomenon of 

grammatical coherence when writing their thesis abstracts, it 

is necessary to conduct a grammatical coherence study on the 

thesis abstracts of students of the Indonesian Language 

Education Study Program, Faculty of Languages and Arts, 

Semarang State University. 

 

2. Method 
 

The research method used is a qualitative method that 

describes the analysis related to the data that has been 

obtained. This study uses language research methods related 

to data collection and reduction (Sudiatmi et al., 2022).  This 

research is qualitative descriptive with data obtained in 

accordance with the object to be studied. The research data 

produced is in the form of written data, namely paragraphs in 

the abstract of the student's thesis. The form of data for this 

research is in the form of fragments of abstract texts of thesis 

students of the S2-Indonesian Language Education Study 

Program which are suspected to contain grammatical 

cohesion.  In the process of data collection, researchers use 

computer media as a tool to describe and store data, create 

sheet/table formats to identify and classify data. The table 

format was created to analyze the grammatical cohesion 

contained in the thesis abstract of the students of the 

Indonesian Language Education Study Program, Faculty of 

Languages and Arts, Semarang State University.  Data 

Collection Techniques including observation techniques and 

note-taking techniques. The stages carried out for data 

collection are as follows: (1) Identify the data contained in 

the paragraph; (2) Mark each data; (3) Calculate the number 

of data found included in the research data; (4) Marking data 

that includes cohesive paragraphs; (5) Describe the data that 

has been found; (6) Analyze the data that has been described. 

The instrument used in this study is the researcher with the 

help of an analysis table. Analysis tables are used by 

researchers to assist in collecting and processing data. The 

analysis table will also facilitate the analysis of grammatical 

cohesion in the aspects of references, substitutions, ellipses 

and conjunctions in the thesis abstract of students of the 

Indonesian Language Education Study Program at Semarang 

State University. The data analysis technique used in this 

study is descriptive qualitative analysis. The researcher will 

analyze the data on each sample that has been collected. The 

stages of data analysis are as follows: (1) Mark each sentence 

using grammatical cohesion aspects; (2) identifying 

grammatical cohesion in each sample that has been collected; 

(3) Analyze the grammatical cohesion of each aspect; (4) 

Organize into tables to facilitate at the percentage stage; (5) 

Present the percentage of data that has been compiled in the 

table; (6) Determining grammatical cohesion using a 10-scale 

conversion; (7) Summarize the results that have been 

analyzed. 

 

3. Results and Discussion 
 

The grammatical cohesion markers contained in the abstract 

of the thesis of Indonesian students at Semarang State 

University, namely: Based on the results of paragraph 

classification from 30 student thesis abstracts, it is known that 

grammatical cohesion of dominant conjunctions is used. 

Grammatical cohesion in the aspect of reference in 30 thesis 

abstracts found 224 markers. Grammatical cohesion on the 

substitution aspect in 30 thesis abstracts was found to have 

33 markers. Grammatical cohesion on the ellipsis aspect was 

not found in the abstract writing of the thesis. Meanwhile, for 

the grammatical cohesion of conjunctions, 545 were found in 

30 thesis abstracts.  

 

Table 1: Analysis of grammatical cohesion markers 

 
 

References 
Reference in the context of grammatical cohesion is the use 

of a word or phrase to refer to something that has been 

mentioned earlier in the text. This helps in maintaining the 

connection and cohesion between different parts of the text. 

References can be explicit or implicit. 

 

Based on the analysis table for reference grammatical 

cohesion markers, data for 224 reference markers in the 

analyzed abstract were obtained.   Some of them are as 

follows. 

a) The purpose of this research is to find and describe the 

forms. (Rohmawati, 2022) 

b) The word "this" is used as a demonstrative pronoun that 

refers specifically to the research under discussion. In 

other words, "this" refers to "research" in the context of 

the sentence. This is an example of grammatical 

cohesion, the pronoun "this" is used to refer back to the 

previously mentioned entity, i.e. "research." 

c) The form of ekoleksikon is classified based on the 

components of (1) environment-based curriculum, (2) 

participatory-based environmental activities, and (3) 

management of environmentally friendly supporting 

facilities. (Rida, 2021) 
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In the sentence "The ecolexicon form is classified based on 

component (1) of the environment-based curriculum," the 

word "it" is used as a pronoun that refers to something that 

has been mentioned before or that will be explained further. 

In this context, "that" refers to the "Shape of the ecollecticon" 

which is the object of discussion in the sentence. 

 

The use of the word "it" in the sentence helps maintain 

grammatical cohesion, which is a consistent relationship 

between the elements in the sentence. With the pronoun 

"that," the reader can clearly identify the object being talked 

about in the sentence, which is the "Collector's form." This 

makes it easier to understand the content of the sentence and 

ensures smoothness in conveying information. 

 

d) The results of the research can also be used as a 

benchmark to comply with  the principles of 

conversation. (Khaerun, E., 2022)  

 

In the sentence "The results of the research can also be used 

as a benchmark to comply with the principle of 

conversation," the word "pun" is used to indicate additional 

information or confirmation of something that has been 

mentioned before. In this context, "pun" gives the impression 

that the results of the study can also be used as a benchmark 

for adhering to the principles of conversation, in addition to 

other things that may have been discussed earlier. 

 

The use of the word "pun" in the sentence helps maintain 

grammatical cohesion, which is a consistent relationship 

between the elements in the sentence. With the word "pun," 

the sentence becomes more complete and provides additional 

information that supports the argument or statement 

conveyed earlier. This enriches the meaning of the sentence 

and ensures continuity in the delivery of information. 

 

e) The pahili mbuala ritual istold using a distinctive and 

unique language. (Pekuwali, D., 2019) 

 

Yes, the sentence also uses referential grammatical cohesion. 

In the sentence "The pahili mbuala ritual is told using a 

distinctive and unique language," the word "the" is written in 

the sentence "the pahili mbuala ritual is spoken using a 

distinctive and unique language," the word "the" is used to 

refer back to the object or event that has been mentioned 

earlier, namely the "pahili mbuala ritual." The use of the word 

"the" provides clarity that a distinctive and unique language 

is used in the context of the pahili mbuala ritual mentioned 

earlier. 

  

The use of the word "the" in the sentence helps maintain 

grammatical cohesion, which is a consistent relationship 

between the elements in the sentence. With the word "the," 

the sentence becomes more specific and clarifies the object 

being discussed, namely the pahili mbuala ritual. Thus, the 

grammatical cohesion of the reference in the sentence is 

found. 

 

2. Substitution 

Substitution is replacing an element in a sentence with 

another word or phrase that refers to that element without 

having to repeat it. The goal is to avoid repeating the same 

word or phrase. 

Based on the analysis table of substitution grammatical 

cohesion markers, data were obtained for 33 substitution 

markers in 30 abstracts analyzed. Some of them are as 

follows. 

 

a) There is also a steady acceptance that occurs due to the 

ideological awareness of the authorities. (Ulfh, 2021) 

 

The sentence "there is also a gradual acceptance occurs due 

to the ideological awareness of the ruling party," the word 

"pun" is used as a form of substitution grammatical cohesion. 

The use of the word "pun" in the sentence aims to replace or 

refer back to the previous element, namely "existing". Thus, 

"pun" functions as a connecting word that implies a 

meaningful relationship between "being" and "gradual 

acceptance occurs due to the ideological consciousness of the 

ruling party." 

  

In this context, "pun" is used to affirm that gradual 

acceptance occurs as a consequence of existence or there is 

an ideological awareness of the ruling party. Thus, the word 

"pun" provides additional information or affirmation of the 

cause-and-effect relationship between "being" and "gradual 

acceptance occurs." 

 

b) Meanwhile, the Riau Islands Regional Language 

Development and Development Institute has made the 

results of this study as scientific evidence regarding the 

difference in the Malay language in KArimun Regency.  

(Kustia, H., 2021) 

 

In the sentence "Meanwhile, the Riau Islands Regional 

Language Development and Development Institute can use 

the results of this study as scientific evidence regarding the 

differences in the Malay language in Karimun Regency," the 

word "that" is used as a form of substitution grammatical 

cohesion. The use of the word "it" in the sentence aims to 

refer back to the element or event that has been mentioned 

earlier, namely "Temporary" 

  

With the word "that," the sentence becomes more structured 

and cohesively connected. "That" functions as a connecting 

word that implies a meaningful relationship between 

"Temporary" and "The Riau Islands Regional Language 

Development and Development Institute can make the results 

of this study scientific evidence regarding the difference in 

the Malay language in Karimun Regency." 

 

c) In addition, the hate speech patterns resulting from the 

analysis are used at least ten patterns.  Each pattern only 

had one speech or the equivalent of 0.3% of the total 300 

speeches. (Yuliyanti, 2020) 

 

In the sentence "in addition, the patterns of hate speech 

resulting from the analysis, at least ten patterns are used," the 

use of the word "that" in place of the previous phrase, i.e. "in 

addition," is an example of substitution grammatical 

cohesion. 

  

In this context, the word "it" is used to refer back to the 

previous phrase, which is "in addition," thus helping to 

maintain the interconnectedness and fluency of the sentence. 

The use of substitutions like this allows the reader to 
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understand the relationship between two parts of a sentence 

without the need to repeat previous phrases cohesion 

substitutions used by researchers. 

 

Ellipsis 

An ellipsis is the omission of one or more words in a sentence 

because the information can be inferred from the previous 

context. The ellipsis helps to avoid redundant information 

that does not need to be repeated. 

 

Based on the analysis of the elliptic grammatical cohesion 

marker table, no data were found to support the existence of 

ellipsis markers in the 30 thesis abstracts that were being 

analyzed. This study highlights the absence of information 

that shows the use of elliptic grammatical structures in the 

context of the abstract that has been studied, emphasizing the 

need for further research to understand more deeply the 

grammatical phenomena that occur in the abstract thesis of 

the Master of Indonesian Language Education Student, 

Faculty of Language and Arts, Semarang State University. 

 

Conjunction 

A conjunction is a word or phrase that is used to connect two 

clauses, phrases or words in a sentence. Conjunctions help 

form logical and structural relationships between parts of a 

sentence. Based on the analysis table of conjunction cohesion 

markers, data for 545 conjunction markers in the abstract 

were analyzed in detail; inter-clause inter-clause intermediate 

conjunction coordinating conjunction, inter-clause inter-

clause conjunction subcoordinate conjunction, affirmative 

conjunction (Intensification Junction) Some of them are 

found as follows. 

 

a) Motion imagery dominates the use of imagery in this 

poetry anthology, which is as many as 22 data with a 

percentage of 36%. Auditory imagery was found I6 data 

with a percentage of 26%, visual imagery with 2 data or 

20%, olfactory imagery with 3 data or 5%, intellectual 

imagery with 3 data with a percentage of 5%, tactile 

imagery with only I or 2%, and tactile image with 3 data 

or with a percentage of 5%. The function of using imagery 

in poetry books. Regarding Gendis, it is generally about 

bringing the reader's image to life and describing 

something, for example the painting of Gendis characters, 

the background. The surrounding environment, things 

done by figures, and so on (Wijaya Kusuma, 2020). 

 

In this sentence, the conjunction "i.e., or, and" is used to 

connect and clarify information related to the use of imagery 

in the anthology of the poem being analyzed. The conjunction 

"i.e." is used to provide further explanation or detail the 

information mentioned earlier, as in the example of using "i.e. 

22 data with a percentage of 36%". The conjunction "or" is 

used to provide an option or alternative, as in the example 

usage of "or 2 data or 20%". While the conjunction "and" is 

used to express the addition of information, such as in the 

example of using "and touching as many as 3 data with a 

percentage of 5%". 

 

With the proper use of conjunctions, the sentence provides 

clear and structured information about the use of imagery in 

poetry anthologies. The use of imagery such as motion 

imagery, auditory imagery, visual imagery, olfactory 

imagery, intellectual imagery, tasting imagery, and touch 

have various functions in poetry books. Imagery is used to 

bring the image to life for the reader and describe various 

aspects such as the character of Gendis, the background, the 

surrounding environment, the activities of the characters, and 

other things contained in the poem. This shows the richness 

of expression and the beauty of language contained in poetic 

literary works. 

 

b) Based on these findings, Peoeliti suggested (1) teachers 

should carry out the phases of learning correctly so that 

students are able to achieve the expected learning 

goals.   (2) for teachers who want to create learning by 

using the blended learning model with Google 

Classroom media or with Chamilo media according to 

the theme and learning objectives achieved, (3) even 

though the blended learning model with Chamilo media 

is significantly more effective, namun blended learning 

modelwith the mediaGoogle Classroom can be used as 

an alternative in learning to write short stories. (Farokhi, 

2021) 

 

In the sentence, the conjunction "based on, so as, as well as, 

though" is used to relate and connect different information 

grammatically. The conjunction "based on" is used to provide 

the basis or foundation for an information or finding, as in the 

example of the use of "Based on the finding". The 

conjunction "so" is used to express the purpose or 

consequence of an action, as in the example of the use of 

"able to achieve the expected learning objectives". The 

conjunction "and" is used to add information that is in line 

with or parallel to previous information, as in the example use 

of "as well as learning objectives achieved". While the 

conjunction "although" is used to express the contrast or 

difference between two pieces of information, as in the 

example of use "although the blended learning model with 

Chamilo media is significantly more effective". 

  

With the use of the right conjunctions, the sentence provides 

clear and structured directions regarding the suggestions 

given by the researcher regarding learning with the blended 

learning model. The use of these conjunctions helps convey 

information more effectively and clarify the relationship 

between each point conveyed. This shows the researcher's 

ability to compose coherent and regular sentences to convey 

recommendations related to learning strategies that can be 

applied by teachers. 

 

c) The function of suggesting 4 speeches, and the function 

of counseling 1 tutu.ran.  The speech function that 

appears in the counselor's advisor speech is dominated 

by the advising function.   This is in line with the purpose 

of the counselor's speech to provide students' confidence 

so that they can form character strengthening in various 

areas of student self-development. (Lutfia, 2020) 

 

In the given sentence, the conjunction "and" is used to 

connect two related information, namely the suggestive 

function and the counseling function. The conjunction "for" 

is used to indicate the purpose or intent of the action 

performed, in this case, the purpose of the counselor's speech 

function. While the conjunction "so" is used to express the 

effect or result of an action, such as in the sentence which 
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states that the student's beliefs will form character 

strengthening in various areas of student self-development. 

  

Thus, the use of the conjunction "and" indicates the addition 

of information, "to" indicates the purpose, and "thus" 

indicates the result of the statement conveyed in the sentence. 

These conjunctions help in clarifying the relationships 

between the various information in the sentence and 

strengthen the grammatical cohesion in the sentence. 

 

d) Emi Suy delivered a collection of poems Ibu 

Mencooking Rice to Matang Usia Kami with a language 

style dominated by a metaphorical style, for example the 

choice of the title of this collection of poems A collection 

of poems Ibu Mencooking Rice to Matang Usia Kami 

tells a series of simple stories wrapped in a distinctive 

poetic language. (Wati, 2023) 

 

In the sentence, the conjunction "until" is used to indicate a 

range or range of time or conditions of an event or process. 

In the context of the sentence, the conjunction "until" 

connects two states or stages, namely the process of cooking 

rice and the ripening of our age. This conjunction shows that 

the time span or condition from the process of cooking rice 

to the ripening of our age is the time or relevant conditions 

for the discussion of the collection of poems presented. Thus, 

the conjunction "until" is used to connect two different but 

interrelated states or stages in the sentence. This helps in 

clarifying the relationship between the processes or 

circumstances mentioned in the sentence and strengthens the 

grammatical cohesion in the sentence.  

 

Conclusion 
 

Based on the results and discussion above, it can be 

concluded that from the number of paragraphs there are 141 

paragraphs. Grammatical cohesion in the aspect of reference 

in thesis codes 1-10 is 48, 47 in thesis codes 11-20 and in 21-

30 is 46 paragraphs. Grammatical cohesion in the aspect of 

abstract substitution in thesis codes 1-10 is 11, in thesis codes 

11-20 is 22, and in thesis codes 21-30 it is not found. 

Grammatical cohesion in the ellipsis aspect of thesis code 1-

30 was not found to have grammatical cohesion, both in the 

aspects of reference, substitution, ellipsis, and jongjungsi. In 

the conjunction aspect for thesis codes 1-10, 347 markers 

were found, thesis codes 11-20 were found 157 markers, and 

42 markers were found for thesis codes 21-30. Some abstracts 

highlight a good understanding of the use of pronouns and 

conjunctions to form logical relationships between ideas, 

while others point to an unwillingness to use ellipsis 

grammatical cohesion. 
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