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Abstract: The survey of avifauna was carried out from the Dandoba forest and the nearby area of the forest. Dandoba is situated in 
Sangli district  and on the boundary  of  Miraj  and Kavathe Mahankal  tahsil. This area is of low rainfall, with hills and slopes with 
some bushy plants, grass and trees.  The study was carried out for three years. The villages nearby the Dandoba are largely agricultural. 
The principal crops taken being jawar, groundnut, sugarcane and tobacco. On a smaller scale bananas are also grown.  Birds play 
important role in biodiversity by keeping insect pest under control. Over 364 hectors of land is under well irrigation which play very 
important role to maintain the bird diversity  This region shows good number of birds during the month of September to December. This
is because of availability of food and breeding ground. About 95  species belonging to 48  families were recorded from the study area.
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1. Introduction 

A bird has been described as a Feathered Biped. They are 
vertebrates, warm blooded animals (homeotherms). To assist 
in maintaining an even temperature, the body of a bird is 
covered with non-conducting feathers. Birds enjoy a wide 
distribution on the earth than any other class of animal. 
Birds are useful to human community such as destroyers of 
insect pests, as destroys of other vermin, as scavengers, as 
flower pollination agents, as seed dispersers, as food for 
man, feathers in cottage industry, and as fertilizer. [10]. A
comparative study of birds reveal that there are recognizable 
differences in size, coloration and other details in those 
species which range over a wide area live under diversified 
natural conditions.  

The forest type of Dandoba is tropical dry deciduous and 
thorny, scrubby forest. The vegetation area is hilly with 
slopes and plateaus.  The main source of water is  Bhose 
Talav, which supports flora and fauna.  The main crop of 
this region is Tobbaco, Sugarcane, groundnut, chillies and 
cereals. This region is mainly dominated by different plant 
species such as Acacia, Azadiracta, Tectona, Albizzia, 
Bamboo, Erythrina, Beautia, Terminalia, Pithocolombia, 

Eucalyptus, Lantena, Mangifera, Morinda, Tamarindus, 
Ficus, and with different weeds. Hence support sustainable 
place for Avifauna. Study Area of Dandoba belongs to 
Sangli district and on the boundary of Tahcil Miraj and 
Kavathae Mahankal having moderate rainfall  of average  
500 mm. The climate is hot.  Maximum temperature reaches 
up to 450 c in summer, while minimum goes down up to 
190C.   

2. Methods and Materials 

The Taxonomic list of avifauna was recorded during the 
period of April 2012 to March 2015. The survey was carried 
out every month of year. The habitat, behavior of birds and 
movements and identification marks was observed by using 
binocular (Olympus 8- 16x4) zoom DPS 1. For 
identification referred „The book of Indian Birds‟by Salim 
Ali,  A Field Guide to the Birds of India by Krys 
Kazmierczak, Birds by Herbert S. Zim, „Birds of the Indian 
Subcontinent‟ Richard Grimmett et.al.[1] [,2] ,[3], [7], [8], 
[9], [10], [11],[12]. Diversity of Avifauna from Dandoba  
Hill Forest and its Surrounding Areas. Resident of local (R), 
Migrant (M), Endangered (E) and Local Migrant (LM)  
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3. Results and Discussions 

The following taxonomic list was recorded from  Dandoba 
Hill Forest and nearby areas. including Bhose  Water 
reservoir. At least 95 birds genera and species belonging to 
48 Families are recorded. This survey shows that there is 
wider range of major species in the Avifauna of Dandoba 
Hill Forest.and its surrounding areas.   There are three 
different types of birds identified such as Resident of local 
(R), Migrant (M), Endangered (E) and Local Migrant (LM). 

The percentage of – Resident - 0.67%, Migrant - 0.21%, 
Endangered - 0.03%, and Local migrant - 0.07%. This 
proves that this region supports good number of birds 
because of availability of different food items, shelter, 
resting grounds as well as peaceful and protective land. It is 
obvious that resident and local migrant birds dominate the 
avifauna in this region. In certain places a mosaic type of 
distribution were observed because of deforestation and 
water resources. After going to the checklist it is very clear 
that both terrestrial (land) and aquatic birds from Dandoba 
and its surrounding areas represents 48 Families, Genera and 
Species 95, counted as a rich Biodiversity. Some species are 
endangered and frequently visit to this region because of 
natural resources available in terms of shelter, food and 
breeding grounds. Near feature Dandoba region has to be 
protected. 
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